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Firs  and  Finery 


It’s  the  time  of  year  when  we  deck  the  halls,  and  until  Dec.  10,  the  U ofT  Art  Centre  is  holiday  cen- 
tral, thanks  to  Twelve  Trees,  an  exhibition  of  professionally  decorated  trees  in  celebration  ofToronto’s 
Year  of  Creativity  in  2006.The  Gardiner  Museum  partnered  with  the  centre  to  organize  the  exhibi- 
tion and  arranged  the  post-exhibition  donation  of  most  of  the  trees  to  local  charities,  thus  further 
sharing  the  joy  of  the  season. 

U of  T Named  One  of  Top  10 
Family-Friendly  Employers 


New  Varsity  Centre 
Underway 


By  Nicolle  Wahl 

You  ARE  UP  TO  YOUR  EARS  IN  A 
project  and  on  deadline  when 
the  phone  rings.  Its  the  day  care  — 
Timmy  just  spiked  a fever,  could 
you  come  pick  him  up,  please? 

In  the  modern  world,  having 
an  understanding,  supportive 
employer  can  make  all  the  differ- 
ence for  employees  juggling  the 
demands  of  home  and  work.  And 
for  employees  at  the  University  of 
Toronto,  which  has  just  been 
named  to  a list  of  top  10  family- 
friendly  employers  in  Canada  for 
Its  progressive  benefits  for  emp- 
loyees with  children,  the  situation 
with  Timmy  is  not  as  calamitous  as 
it  might  be  elsewhere. 

“We  are  thrilled  to  receive  this 
recognition,”  said  Professor  Angela 
Hildyard,  \dce-president  (human 
resources  and  equity),  about  the 
list,  which  appears  in  the 
December  issue  of  Todays  Parent 
magazine.  “Parenting  — by  its  very 
nature  — demands  flexibility.  By 
providing  a supportive  and  adapt- 
able environment,  the  University 
of  Toronto  aims  to  help  its  emp- 
loyees find  a balance  between 
the  challenges  of  home  life  and 


the  office.” 

The  top  10  list  was  gleaned  from 
Mediacorp  Canada  Inc.’s  Canada’s 
Top  100  Employers,  published  in 
October,  which  singled  out 
employers  across  the  country  with 
exemplary  workplace  environ- 
ments. U of  T was  the  only  educa- 
tional institution  to  appear  on  the 
list. 

Today’s  Parent  cited  U of  T — 
Canada’s  largest  university  with 
three  campuses  and  nearly 
7,600  full-time  employees  — 
for  offerings  such  as  its  four 
on-site  day  cares  and  employee 
access  to  emergency  backup  day 
care  services. 

The  university  also  offers 
employees  flexible  work  arrange- 
ments, tuition  waivers,  family  and 
float  days,  a generous  sick  leave 
policy  and  top-up  payments  for 
maternity  and  adoption  leave. 
It  also  provides  assistance  to 
employees  who  are  dealing  with 
elder-care  issues. 

Rosie  Parnass,  quality  of  work 
life  advdser,  assists  employees  with 
information  on  child  care  and 
maternity  and  parental  leaves  and 
monitors  best  practices  for  the 
organization.  Parnass,  who  is  also 
director  of  organizational  and  staff 


development,  said  that  the  top  10 
listing  recognizes  that  U of  T is 
committed  to  a family-friendly 
philosophy  and  is  using  innovative 
programs  to  assist  its  employees. 

“It  signifies  that  the  university  is 
paying  attention  to  the  fact  that  it 
needs  to  concern  itself  with  prac- 
tices that  are  family-friendly  and 
that  encourage  our  staff  and  faculty 
to  put  some  work-life  balance  into 
their  lives,”  Parnass  said.  “It’s 
a recognition  that  our  staff  and 
faculty  have  lives  outside  of  work.” 

The  combination  of  a family- 
friendly  philosophy  and  progres- 
sive policies  leads  to  better 
employee  morale  and  satisfaction 
and  more  successful  recruitment 
and  retention  for  the  university, 
she  said. 

“It  makes  me  really  proud,”  said 
Parnass.  “It  also  says  to  me  that 
there’s  now  a real  opportunity  to 
expand  and  implement  programs 
and  practices  into  the  workplace 
because  we  have  a heightened 
awareness.” 

Other  listed  companies  included 
Dofasco,  Inc.,  Ecotrust  Canada  and 
the  University  Health  Network, 
whose  three  hospitals  are  affiliated 
with  the  University  of  Toronto’s 
Faculty  of  Medicine. 


By  Lanna  Crucefix 

STUDENTS  AND  ATHLETES  GATHERED 
Nov.  25  to  celebrate  the 
groundbreaking  for  the 
University  of  Toronto’s  new 
Varsity  Centre  for  Physical 
Activity  and  Health. 

President  David  Naylor 
stressed  the  importance  of  the 
new  facility  in  enhancing  the 
overall  student  experience.  “The 
revitalized  Varsity  Centre 
reflects  the  university’s  commit- 
ment to  enhancing  the  student 
experience,  both  inside  and  out- 
side the  classroom.  Whether  as 
participants  or  spectators,  all 
students  can  benefit  from  the 
array  of  athletic  activities  that 
will  be  on  offer  at  the  Varsity 
Centre,”  he  said  at  the  ground- 
breaking, which  featured  Varsity 
student-athletes  and  the  True 
Blue  mascot  and  was  attended 
by  alumni  of  U of  T’s  athletics 
programs. 

“U  of  T is  a world-class  institu- 
tion. The  leadership  role  it  plays 
is  an  important  one,”  said  Tony 
lanno,  minister  of  state  (families 
and  caregivers)  and  MP  for 
Trinity-Spadina,  who  attended 
the  ceremony.  “Today’s  announce-- 
ment  demonstrates  U of  T’s 
commitment  to  both  its  students 
and  our  community.” 

The  groundbreaking  marks  the 


By  Michah  Rynor 

JOHN  MiGHTON,  AN  ADJUNCT 
professor  in  mathematics,  is  on 
a roll.  Hot  on  the  heels  of  his 
October  win  of  the  Elinore  & Lou 
Siminovitch  Prize  in  Theatre,  came 
the  announcement  that  he  won 
this  year’s  Governor  General’s 
Literary  Award  for  drama. 

Mighton,  whose  plays  include 
A Short  History  of  Night,  Body  and 
Soul  and  The  Little  Years,  won  the 
award  for  his  acclaimed  drama 
Half  Life.  It  deals  with  a couple  — 
Clara  and  Patrick  — who  meet  in 
a nursing  home  and  fall  m love, 
creating  different  reactions  from 
their  children.  Half  Life  also  won 
the  Dora  Mavor  Moore  Award 
in  Toronto  for  best  new  play 
this  year. 

The  69th  annual  awards, 
announced  in  Montreal  Nov.  16, 
celebrate  excellence  in  Canadian 
literature  in  seven  categories  — in 
English  and  m French  — with  a 


first  step  m the  construction  of 
the  Varsity  Centre’s  first  phase. 
Due  for  completion  in  September 
2006,  this  phase  will  incorporate 
a 5,000-seat  grandstand,  state-of- 
the-art  artificial  surfaced  playing 
field,  an  eight-lane  track,  change 
rooms,  lighting  and  an  electronic 
scoreboard. 

Subsequent  phases  of  redevel- 
opment include  an  air-supported 
bubble  over  the  playing  field  for 
winter  months,  a four-storey 
building  with  teaching  and  train- 
ing facilities  and  significant 
improvements  to  Varsity  Arena. 
The  complete  project  is  expected 
to  cost  in  the  range  of  $56  million 
with  the  university  contributing 
the  first  $16.3  million.  The 
remainder  will  come  from  a 
capital  fundraising  campaign 

Professor  Bruce  Kidd,  dean  of 
the  Faculty  of  Physical  Education 
and  Health,  called  Varsity  Centre 
a new  centre  of  campus  life.  “The 
new  centre  will  further  our  efforts 
to  engage  every  U of  T student, 
faculty  and  staff  member,  and  a 
significant  number  of 
people  from  the  community  in 
healthy  physical  activity.” 

Varsity  Arena  will  remain  open 
during  the  construction  period. 
Visit  www.varsitycentre.ca 
for  more  information.  Photos  of 
the  event  are  available  at 
■www.varsitycentre.ca/pics.php. 


cash  prize  of  $15,000  awarded  to 
each  winner.  As  well,  each  laure- 
ate receives  a specially  crafted 
copy  of  her  or  his  work;  the 
winning  publishers  receive 
$3,000. 

Mighton,  who  received  his 
award  from  Governor  General 
Michaelle  Jean  at  Rideau  Hall 
Nov.  22,  was  one  of  1,488  artists 
whose  work  was  considered  this 
year  by  the  Canada  Council  for 
the  Arts,  which  administers  the 
literary  honour. 

“1  certainly  didn’t  set  out  to 
write  a play  on  a poplular  theme 
— most  of  the  best  lines  are  sim- 
ply things  I overheard  in  the 
home  where  my  mother  was  a 
resident,”  Mighton  said.  “In  hind- 
sight it’s  easy  to  see  why  the  play 
has  done  well:  many  people  have 
told  me  they’ve  experienced 
things  in  the  play,  either  because 
their  parents  are  aging  or  because 
they  are  beginning  to  feel  the 
effects  of  age  themselves.” 


Mighton  Wins  Governor 
General’s  Award 
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IN  BRIEF 


AWARDS  & HONOURS 


KISLENKO  NAMED  TOP  LECTURER 
IN  TVO  COMPETITION 

Arne  Kislenko,  a U of  T history  graduate  and  Trinity  College  instructor, 
who  IS  also  a history  professor  with  Ryerson  University,  was  voted 
Ontario’s  Best  Lecturer  in  TVO’s  Big  Ideas  competition  this  month. 
Kislenko  was  competing  against  U of  T’s  Michael  Collins  of  civil 
engmeenng  and  Megumi  Harada  of  mathematics  and  other  university 
professors  from  across  the  province.  Kislenko’s  lecture,  'WWII:  The 
Russian  Perspective,  was  scored  the  highest  by  Big  Ideas  viewers. 


ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  STARTS  BALL  ROLLING 
ON  CONVOCATION  HALL  RENOVATION 

The  University  of  Toronto  Alumni  Association  fUTAA)  has  pledged 
a gift  of  $500,000  for  the  renewal  of  Convocation  Hall,  UTAA  president 
Brian  Burchell  announced  at  the  association’s  annual  general  meeting 
Nov.  22.  The  pledge  is  the  kick-off  gift  for  a campaign  to  refurbish  the 
historic  building  and  the  plaza  surrounding  it.  The  UTAA  hopes  its  gilt 
will  inspire  others  to  contribute,  Burchell  said.  This  campaign  “would 
make  the  complete  renovation  of  Convocation  Hall  and  the  outdoor 
area  immediately  adjacent  to  it  a real  possibility.”  The  alumni  associa- 
tion played  the  leading  role  in  the  construction  of  Convocation  Hall  a 
century  ago  by  raising  funds  for  it.  Designed  by  Frank  Darling  and 
John  Pearson,  the  building’s  cornerstone  was  laid  m June  1904  and  it 
was  opened  in  May  1907.  The  scope  of  the  renovation  may  include 
restoration  of  the  rotunda  skylight;  redoing  the  central  stage  and 
improving  its  accessibility;  refurbishing  seating  while  preserving  the 
traditional  seat  design;  extensive  decorative  finishing,  painting  and 
treatments;  and  improving  lighting  and  sound  functionality.  The  plan 
also  entails  a possible  redesign  of  the  space  surrounding  Convocation 
Hall  to  create  a plaza  with  trees  and  pedestrian  walkways. 


A CHANGE  OE  EACE  AND  PACE 

The  Gallery  Grill  at  Hart  House  is  set  to  become  an  even  more  popuiar 
hot  spot  for  faculty,  staff  and  students,  now  that  the  lounge  area  has 
been  converted  into  a stand-up  bar  area.  The  bar  is  being  touted  by 
Debra  Bond-Gorr,  executive  director  (advancement,  alumni  relations 
and  communications)  at  Hart  House,  as  “a  great  place  for  quiet  con- 
versations, toasting  friends  or  for  no  reason  at  all”  and  has  extended  its 
hours  to  6 p.m.  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays.  Go  to  gallerygrill.com  for 
updates. 
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TERMS  OF  HEFERENCE 

"The  Bulleliii  shall  he  a UnnerTity-wulc  newspaper  for  Jaadty  and  ski//  ividi  a dual  mandate- 

1.  To  convey  infonnalion  accurately  on  the  official  University  position  on  important 
matters  as  reflected  in  decisions  and  statements  by  the  Governing  Council  and  the 
administration. 

2.  It  shall  also  publish  campus  news,  letters  and  responsible  opinion  and  report  on 
events  or  issues  at  the  University  thoroughly  and  from  all  sides." 

As  approved  by  Governing  Council,  Feb.  3,  1988 


FACULTY  OF  APPLIED  SCIENCE  & 
ENGINEERING 

The  Intelligent  Transportation  Systems  Centre, 
created  to  provide  an  integrated  approach  to  devel- 
oping and  deploying  advanced  traffic  management 
techniques,  is  the  winner  of  a Bronze  Medal  in  the 
Distinction  Awards  program  of  GTEC  Week  in  the 
Group  IV  — National  E-Government  Awards  (C  — 
Innovative  Cross-Jurisdictional  E-Government 
Projects)  category.  The  Distinction  Awards,  designed 
to  formally  recognize  and  celebrate  leadership,  inno- 
vation and  excellence  m enabling  and  managing 
e-govemment  within  the  public  sector,  were  presented 
at  a gala  celebration  Oct.  3 in  Gatineau,  Que. 
Launched  in  1993,  GTEC  originally  stood  for 
Government  Technology  Exhibition,  but  now  is 
simply  known  as  GTEC  Week. 

EACULTY  OF  ARTS  & SCIENCE 

Idea&s,  written  by  students,  faculty  and  alumni 
and  published  by  the  Faculty  of  Arts  & Science,  is 
the  winner  of  the  gold  award  in  the  editorial  design 
category  for  art  direction  for  an  entire  in-house 
magazine/newspaper/newsletter,  issue,  for  the  Spring 
2005  publication.  The  award  was  presented  at 
Directions  2005,  the  56th  annual  awards  show  ot  the 
Advertising  and  Design  Club  of  Canada  (ADCC) 
Nov.  3.  Idea&s  also  won  the  silver  award  for  in-house 
magazine/newspaper/newsletter,  cover,  for  the  cover 
of  the  Autumn  2004  issue  by  Christopher 
Thomaidis  and  a merit  award  for  art  direction  for  a 
single  m-house  magazine/newspaper/newsletter, 
article,  for  the  Spadina  Avenue  photo  essay  by 
Gunter  Gad  and  Colin  Savage  in  the  August  2004 
issue.  Designed  to  encourage  and  promote  the 
highest  professional  standards,  the  prestigious 
ADCC  awards  are  widely  recognized  for  excellence 
in  Canada’s  creative  community. 

DIVISION  OF  BUSINESS  AFEAIRS 

Pierre  Piche,  controller  and  director  of  financial 
services,  is  the  winner  of  the  prestigious  Leadership 
Award  of  the  Council  of  Finance  Officers  — 
University  of  Ontario  (COFO-UO),  an  affiliate  of  the 


Council  of  Ontario  Universities,  Established  to  give 
recognition  to  those  who  have  demonstrated  effec- 
tive leadership  and  made  a contribution  to  the 
organization  and  the  management  of  higher  educa- 
tion, the  award  was  presented  Nov.  3 at  the  council’s 
fall  meeting  in  Toronto.  Piche  was  cited  for  his  many 
outstanding  contributions  at  both  the  national  and 
provincial  levels.  The  recipient  of  the  award  is  nom- 
inated and  voted  on  by  peers  for  contributions  that 
have  enriched  and  enhanced  the  value  of  COFO-UO. 

EACULTY  OF  MEDICINE 

Professor  Patrick  Gullane  of  otouyryngology  is  the 
winner  of  the  2004  George  Davey  Howells  Memorial 
Prize  m Otolaryngology,  awarded  annually  by  the 
University  of  London  (U.K.)  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  prize  board  for  the  most  distinguished  pub- 
lished contribution  to  the  advancement  of  otolaryn- 
gology during  the  preceding  five  years.  Gullane  won 
the  prize  for  his  editorial  role  in  the  publication  of 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Head  and  Neck  Oncology. 
Gullane  received  the  award  along  with  his  two  co- 
editors at  a Royal  Society  of  Medicine  meeting  Nov. 
4 in  London,  U.K. 

Professor  Arnold  Noyek  of  otolaryngology  is  the 
winner  of  the  Canadian  Society  for  International 
Health  2005  Lifetime  Achievement  Award,  presented 
to  individuals  who  have  made  an  outstanding  con- 
tribution to  health  and  development  over  a sustained 
period  of  time.  Noyek,  founding  director  of  the  Peter 
A.  Silverman  Centre  for  International  Health  at  Mt. 
Sinai  Hospital  and  chair  of  Canada  International 
Scientific  Exchange  Program,  received  the  award 
Nov.  7 at  the  society’s  annual  meeting  in  Ottawa. 


Swim  Coach  Wins  Gemini  Award 


By  Elizabeth  Monia'-Williains 

UOF  T SWIM  coach  Byron 
MacDonald  and  commentat- 
ing partner  Steve  Armitage  won  a 
Gemini  Award  Nov.  17  for  their 
five-day  coverage  of  the  swim- 
ming events  at  the  2004  Olympic 
Games  in  Athens. 

“It  was  a big  surprise,” 
MacDonald  said.  “1  looked  over  at 
Steve  and  when  I saw  that  his  eye- 
balls were  huge,  1 knew  that  Ld 
actually  heard  our  names  right.” 
The  pair,  who  have  covered 
Olympic  swimming  competitions 
together  for  15  years,  won  in  the 
Best  Sports  Play-by-Play  or 
Analyst  category,  edging  out 
TSN’s  Glen  Suitor  for  his  CFL 
coverage  and  CBC’s  Harry  Neale 
and  Bob  Cole  for  their  coverage 
of  game  six  ol  the  2004  Stanley 
Cup  final. 

“Since  1 commentate  part  time, 
I didn’t  have  as  much  on  the  line 
as  Steve  or  the  other  nominees,” 
MacDonald  rellected.  “1  wasn’t 
expecting  to  win.  But  in  the  10 
seconds  before  they  read  our 
names,  a sense  of  calm  came  over 
me  and  1 thought.  This  could 
happen.” 

MacDonald  did  not  have  long 
to  rest  on  his  laurels.  On  Nov,  21, 
he  and  a fellow  coach  travelled 
with  six  U of  T swimmers  to  the 


Commonwealth  Games  trials  in 
Victoria,  B.C.  But  the  win  sure 
felt  good. 

“In  television,  you’re  never 
really  sure  whether  people  are 
watching  and  appreciating  what 


you’re  doing,  which  makes  it 
great  to  be  acknowledged  by  pro- 
fessionals within  the  field.  I’m 
also  glad  for  Steve.  He  works 
really  hard  and  deserves  the 
recognition.” 


Byron  MacDonald 
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U of  T Marks 
World  AIDS  Day 

By  Nicolle  Wahl 


Was  Einstein’s  “Blunder” 

By  Nicolle  Wahl 


WITH  NEW  UN  STATISTICS 
reporting  Nov,  21  that  more 
than  40  million  people  around  the 
world  are  living  with  HIV/AIDS, 
the  commemoration  of  World 
AIDS  Day  seems  timelier  than  ever. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year, 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine’s  Centre  for 
International  Health  (CIH)  is  co- 
ordinating U of  T’s  World  AIDS  Day 
events  Dec.  1 as  part  of  the  global 
movement  to  celebrate  the  progress 
made  in  fighting  HIV/AIDS  and  the 
challenges  ahead. 

More  than  25  events  will  take 
place  across  all  three  campuses. 
The  programs  have  been  put 
together  by  various  divisions;  for 
example,  at  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine,  various  films  and  docu- 
mentaries will  be  screened  and 
organizers  are  planning  a station- 
ary bikeathon  in  the  Stone  Lobby. 
At  the  Ontario  Institute  for 
Studies  in  Education  of  U of  T, 
stairwells  and  elevators  will  serve 
as  platforms  for  artwork  and  per- 
formance art.  “It’s  something  to 
make  you  stop  and  think,”  said 
Judy  Kopelow,  manager  of  strate- 
gic initiatives  for  CIH.  (Visit 
http://intlhealth.med.utoronto.ca 
for  a list  of  U of  T’s  World  AIDS 
Day  events.) 

The  events  will  culminate  in  an 
evening  program  at  Hart  House, 
thanks  in  part  to  the  alliance 
between  CIH  and  Hart  House’s 
social  justice  committee.  The  pro- 
gram will  begin  with  a 10-minute 
original  operatic  piece,  followed 
by  a student  presentation  on  van- 
ous  AIDS-related  topics,  such  as 
gender,  access  to  anti-retroviral 
therapies  and  the  politics  of 
developing  countries,  set  to  a 


backdrop  of  dramatic  photo- 
graphs and  accompanied  by  a 
group  of  percussionists. 

Following  the  presentation. 
President  David  Naylor,  who 
helped  launch  CIH  in  2001,  will 
introduce  keynote  speaker  Dr. 
Philip  Berger,  medical  director  of 
the  Inner  City  Health  program  at 
St.  Michael’s  Hospital  and  a 
member  of  the  Ontario  advisory 
committee  on  HIV/AIDS.  Earlier 
this  year,  he  spent  more  than 
seven  months  as  team  leader  of 
the  Ontario  Hospital  Association’s 
AIDS  initiative  (OHAfrica  Project) 
at  the  Tsepong  Clinic  in  Leribe, 
Lesotho.  (Read  an  intei'view  with 
Berger  on  page  7.) 

“Dr.  Berger’s  commitment  to 
the  fight  against  HIV/AIDS  is  an 
inspiring  example  of  the  impact 
one  dedicated  person  can  have  in 
what  often  seems  to  be  an  uphill 
battle,”  said  Naylor.  “My  hope  is 
that  U of  T’s  World  AIDS  Day 
celebrations  will  inspire  others  to 
devote  whatever  time  and 
energy  they  can  to  fighting  this 
unprecedented  epidemic.” 

The  evening  will  conclude  with 
gahu  songs,  a traditional  art  form 
from  Ghana  and  Togo  that 
involves  singing,  dancing,  drum- 
ming, drama  and  colourful  cos- 
tumes. Roughly  80  performers 
from  the  Eaculty  of  Music  will 
participate  in  a performance  led 
by  choirmaster  Doreen  Rao  and 
percussionist  Kwasi  Dunyo. 

“At  U of  T,  we  have  leaders  that 
are  known  around  the  world  for 
the  work  that  they  are  doing  in 
HIV/AIDS,”  said  Kopelow.  “The 
ability  to  mobilize  the  entire  uni- 
versity community  on  World 
AIDS  Day  speaks  to  the  potential 
for  having  a real  impact.” 


The  genius  of  Albert  Einstein, 
who  added  a “cosmological 
constant”  to  his  equation  for  the 
expansion  of  the  universe  but 
later  retracted  it,  may  be  vindicated 
by  new  research. 

The  enigmatic  dark  energy  that 
drives  the  accelerating  expansion 
ol  the  universe  behaves  just  like 
Einstein’s  famed  cosmological 
constant,  according  to  the 
Supernova  Legacy  Survey  (SNLS), 
an  international  team  of 
researchers  that  collaborated  with 
large  telescope  observers  at 
Oxford,  Caltech  and  Berkeley. 
Their  observations  reveal  that  the 
dark  energy  behaves  like 
Einstein’s  cosmological  constant 
to  a precision  of  10  per  cent. 

“The  significance  is  huge,”  said 
Professor  Ray  Carlberg  of  astronomy 
and  astrophysics  at  U of  T.  “Our 
observation  is  at  odds  with  a 
number  of  theoretical  ideas  about 
the  nature  of  dark  energy  that 
predict  that  it  should  change  as 
the  universe  expands,  and  as  far 
as  we  can  see,  it  doesn’t.”  The 
results  will  be  published  in  an 
upcoming  issue  of  the  journal 
Astronomy  & Astrophysics. 

“The  Supernova  Legacy  Survey 
is  arguably  the  world  leader  in 
our  quest  to  understand  the 
nature  of  dark  energy,”  said  study 
co-author  Chris  Pritchet,  a profes- 
sor of  physics  and  astronomy  at 
the  University  of  Victoria  in  B.C. 

The  researchers  made  their  dis- 
covery using  an  innovative,  340- 
million  pixel  camera  called 
MegaCam,  built  by  the  Canada- 
Erance-Hawaii  Telescope  (CFHT) 
and  the  French  atomic  energy 
agency.  Commissariat  a I’Energie 
Atomique.  “Because  of  its  wide 
field  of  view  — you  can  fit  four 


moons  in  an  image  — it  allows  us 
to  measure  simultaneously,  and 
very  precisely,  several  supernovae, 
which  are  rare  events,”  said  Pierre 
Astier,  one  of  the  scientists  with 
the  Centre  National  de  la 
Recherche  Scientifique  in  France. 

Study  co-author  Saul 
Perlmutter,  a physics  professor  at 
the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley,  says  the  findings  kick  off 


a dramatic  new  generation  of  cos- 
mology work  using  supernovae. 
“The  data  is  more  beautiful  than 
we  could  have  imagined  10  years 
ago  — a real  tribute  to  the  instru- 
ment builders,  the  analysis  teams 
and  the  large  scientific  vision  of 
the  Canadian  and  French  science 
communities.” 

SNLS  is  a collaborative  interna- 
tional effort  that  uses  images 
from  the  Canada-France-Hawaii 
Telescope,  a 3.6-metre  telescope 
atop  Mauna  Kea,  a dormant 
Hawaiian  volcano.  The  current 
results  are  based  on  about  20 
nights  of  data,  the  first  of  over 
nearly  200  nights  of  observing 


a Success? 

time  for  this  project. 

The  researchers  identify  the  few 
dozen  bright  pixels  m the  340 
million  captured  by  MegaCam  to 
find  distant  supernovae,  then 
acquire  their  spectra  using  some 
of  the  largest  telescopes  on  earth 
— the  Frederick  C.  Gillett  Gemini 
North  Telescope  on  Mauna  Kea, 
the  Gemini  South  Telescope  on 
the  Cerro  Pachon  mountain  in  the 


Chilean  Andes,  the  European 
Southern  Observatory  Very  Large 
Telescopes  (VLT)  at  the  Paranal 
Observatory  in  Atacama,  Chile, 
and  the  Keck  telescopes  on 
Mauna  Kea.  SNLS  is  one  compo- 
nent of  a massive  500-night  pro- 
gram of  imaging  being  undertaken 
as  the  CFHT  Legacy  Survey. 

The  current  paper  is  based  on 
about  one-tenth  of  the  imaging 
data  that  will  be  obtained  by  the 
end  of  the  survey.  Future  results 
are  expected  to  double  or  even 
triple  the  precision  of  these  find- 
ings and  conclusively  solve  several 
remaining  mysteries  about  the 
nature  of  dark  energy. 


A time-exposure  photograph  captures  the  CFHT  observatory  and 
the  rotation  of  the  Earth. 


Medical  Researcher  Wins  Michael  Smith  Prize 

Two  other  U of  T scientists  also  honoured  at  awards  ceremony 


By  Althea  Blackburn-Evans 

Renowned  geneticist  Janet 
Rossant  of  medical  genetics 
and  microbiology  and  chief  of 
research  at  the  Hospital  for  Sick 
Children  was  honoured  with  the 
2005  Michael  Smith  Prize  from 


the  Canadian  Institutes  of  Health 
Research  (CIHR). 

The  $100,000  prize,  awarded 
annually  to  an  outstanding 
Canadian  researcher  who  has 
demonstrated  a high  degree  of 
innovation,  creativity,  leadership 
and  dedication  in  health  research, 


was  announced  Nov.  22  in  Ottawa 
as  part  of  the  fourth  annual 
Canadian  Health  Research 
Awards. 

The  event,  hosted  by  CIHR  m 
collaboration  with  the  Health 
Charities  Coalition  of  Canada, 
Research  Canada  — An  Alliance 
for  Health  Discovery  (formerly 
the  Council  for  Health  Research 
in  Canada)  and  Canada’s  provin- 
cial health  research  organizations, 
was  attended  by  Canada’s  leading 
health  researchers  as  well  as  Ujjal 
Dosanjh,  minister  of  health,  and 
Dr.  Alan  Bernstein,  president  of 
CIHR. 

“The  Government  of  Canada  is 
proud  to  acknowledge  the  excep- 
tional, internationally  recognized 
work  of  these  award-winning 
health  researchers,”  Dosanjh  said. 
“Each  recipient  has  demonstrated 
exceptional  creativity,  a willing- 
ness to  overcome  challenges  and 
the  ability  to  embrace  new  con- 
cepts, all  in  the  pursuit  of  new 
knowledge.  Collectively,  they  are 
making  Canada  a healthier,  more 
prosperous  nation  and  their  work 


will  have  a direct  impact  on 
Canadians  and  people  around  the 
world.” 

Rossant’s  current  research 
focuses  on  stem  cell  development 
and  cell  differentiation  in  the 
developing  embryo,  important 
areas  for  the  study  of  birth  defects 
as  well  as  regenerative  medicine. 
She  is  widely  known  for  her  work 
on  the  genes  that  control  embry- 
onic development  in  mice  and  has 
pioneered  techniques  for  follow- 
ing cell  fate  and  altering  genes  in 
embryos. 

“The  University  of  Toronto  is  an 
extraordinarily  exciting  place  to 
conduct  medical  research,”  said 
Professor  John  Challis,  vice-presi- 
dent (research)  and  associate 
provost.  “The  synergy  created  by 
our  world-class  medical  faculty 
and  the  incredible  network  of 
affiliated  teaching  hospitals  is  a 
truly  unique  resource.  Dr. 
Rossant’s  work  is  an  example  of 
the  extraordinary  achievements 
made  possible  by  this 
convergence.” 

Formerly  known  as  the  Michael 


Smith  Award  for  Excellence,  the 
Michael  Smith  Prize  has  been 
awarded  to  U of  T researchers 
seven  times  in  its  11 -year 
history. 

U of  T researchers  also  won 
two  other  CIHR  prizes 
announced  at  the  event.  Professor 
Halla  Thorsteinsdottir  of  the  Joint 
Centre  for  Bioethics  earned  a 
CIHR  Institute  of  Genetics 
Maud  Menten  New  Principal 
Investigator  Prize  for  her  work  on 
the  potential  health  biotech- 
nology has  to  improve  the 
health  of  people  in  developing 
countries.  The  Canadian 
Cardiovascular  Outcomes 

Research  Team,  led  by  Professor 
Jack  Tu  of  health  policy,  manage- 
ment and  evaluation,  was  the 
recipient  of  the  CIHR  Knowledge 
Translation  Award  for  research 
results  that  will  help  physicians 
provide  better  care  to  their 
patients  and  provide  policy- 
makers with  the  information 
needed  to  ensure  consistent 
quality  of  care  for  people  with 
cardiovascular  disease. 


University  Professor  Janet  Rossant 
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JEAN-CHARLES  CUILLANDRE 


IN  MEMORIAM 


HART  HOUSE 


HART  HOUSE  CONCERTS 

Onoscatopoeia  (Jazz  Choir) 
CD  release  gig  conducted 
by  Markus  Howard 

Nov  25  • 9pm  • Arbor  Room 

Symphonic  Band 
conducted  by  Keith  Reid 

Nov  26  • 8pm  • Great  Hail 


Orchestra  conducted 
by  Henry  Janzen 
Nov  1 7 ■ 8pm  • Great  Hail 
Chorus  conducted 
by  John  Tuttle 
Nov  20  • 1 pm  • Great  Halt 
Chamber  Strings 
conducted  by  Paul  McCulloch 
Nov  20  • 8pm  • Great  Hall 


MUSIC 

Nov  17  Stages  presents  Golden  Dogs 

Nov  1 8 Jazz  at  Oscar's  presents  The  1 0 O'clock  Jazz  Band 

Nov  24  Open  Stage 


Sevcik  Believed  in  Esprit  de  Corps 


PROFESSOR  Kenneth  Sevcik  of 
computer  science,  a founder  of 
the  field  of  computer  system 
performance,  died  Oct.  4 of  cancer. 
He  was  61  years  old. 

Sevcik  received  his  bachelors 
degree  from  Stanford  University  in 
1966  and  his  masters  and  PhD 
from  the  University  of  Chicago  in 
1970  and  1971  respectively.  Before 
joining  the  Department  of 
Computer  Science  in  1971,  he  was 
an  instructor  in  the  computer  sci- 
ence department  at  the  Illinois 
Institute  of  Technology  in  1970-71. 

Sevcik  arrived  at  U of  T as  the 
university  was  building  its  computer 
science  department,  one  of  the  tew 
universities  to  understand  the 
importance  of  computer  science  as 
a discipline  in  its  own  right.  Sevcik 
embraced  this  vision  and  served  as 
chair  of  the  department  from  1990 
to  1992,  chair  of  the  Computer 
Systems  Research  Group  from 
1975  to  1977  and  director  of  the 
Computer  Systems  Research 
Institute  from  1995  to  1997.  He 
was  also  a member  of  the  U of  T 
Database  Group. 

“While  Ken  was  a superb 
researcher  and  teacher,  he  was  a 
firm  believer  in  departmental  espnt 
de  corps;  that  bringing  faculty,  staff 
and  students  together  with  a com- 
mon sense  of  purpose  towards  fur- 
thering our  academic  mission  led 
to  greater  accomplishments,”  said 


Professor  Craig  Boutilier,  chair  of 
computer  science.  “Our  consider- 
able success  as  a department  over 
the  last  30-plus  years  is  due  in  no 
small  part  to  Kens  efforts  in  this 
regard.” 

One  of  the  founders  of  the  field 
of  computer  system  performance, 
Sevcik’s  work  in  performance  eval- 
uation has  been  called  “an  exem- 
plar of  experimental  computer  sci- 
ence.” He  made  influential  contri- 
butions to  both  the  theory  and 
practice  of  computer  system  per- 
formance evaluation.  His  seminal 
work  on  queueing  network  models 
has  had  a lasting  impact  on  industri- 
al practice  and  provides  a foundation 
for  much  of  the  performance 
research  that  has  followed  it. 

Database  researchers  know  him 
for  his  work  on  grid  files,  an  early 


multidimensional  indexing  tech- 
nique that  remains  on  the  required 
reading  list  in  most  PhD  programs, 
and  for  his  extensive  work  on  data- 
base system  performance.  An  early 
member  of  the  Association  of 
Computing  Machinery  Special 
Interest  Group  on  Measurement 
and  Evaluation  board  of  directors, 
Sevcik  received  the  ACM  SIGMET- 
RICS  Achievement  Award  in  2004 
in  recognition  of  a career  devoted 
to  sustained,  long-lasting  and  influ- 
ential contnbutions  to  computer 
system  performance  evaluation 
both  technically  and  as  a leader  and 
mentor. 

During  his  career  at  the  university, 
Sevcik  saw  more  than  50  MSc  and 
20  PhD  students  he  supervised 
graduate.  “Ken  was  an  exceptional 
mentor,  an  exceptional  academic 
and  a man  of  profound  wisdom. 
He  leaves  a tremendous  hole  in  our 
group  and  in  our  hearts,”  said 
Professor  Renee  Miller,  a friend  and 
colleague  and  member  of  the 
U of  T Database  Group. 

“He  was  an  extremely  open 
man,”  said  Professor  Derek  Comeil, 
a longtime  friend  and  colleague. 
“He  was  a very  gentle  and  kind  per- 
son and  very  unselfish  with  his 
time.  What  he  gave  to  the  depart- 
ment both  as  a junior  faculty 
member  when  we  were  a very 
young  department  and  then  as  a sort 
of  senior  citizen  is  immeasurable.” 
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Equity  on  Front  Burner 


By  Jenny  Hall 

The  annual  report  from  U of  Ts 
equity  officers  at  the  Nov.  f5 
meeting  of  the  University  Affairs 
Board  served  to  remind  the  cam- 
pus community  of  the  myriad 
resources  available  to  support 
students,  staff  and  faculty  with 
equity-related  concerns. 

“We  want  to  make  sure  equity 
is  enshrined  as  a right  for  those 
who  work  and  study  here,”  said 
Robert  Bennett,  chair  of 
University  Affairs  Board.  “The  lev- 
elling of  the  playing  field  should 
be  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
this  board.” 

The  university  has  13  equity 
officers,  each  focused  on  a different 
aspect  of  university  life  including 
sexual  diversity,  family  care,  men- 
tal health  and  community  safety. 

“At  U of  T we  define  our  equity 
offices  broadly,”  said  Connie 
Guberman,  the  university’s  status 
of  women  officer  and  special  adviser 
on  equity.  “We  don’t  limit  ourselves 
to  human  rights  code  or  legal  viola- 
tions. We  have  a very  comprehen- 
sive approach  to  addressing  the 
range  of  personal,  social  and  sys- 
temic realities  which  create  condi- 
tions of  inequality  and  inequity” 
This  comprehensive  approach 
extended  to  the  presentations 
made  by  the  equity  officers  to  an 
audience  that  included  Mike 
Colie,  Ontario’s  minister  of  citi- 
zenship and  immigration.  Rather 
than  presenting  individual 
reports,  the  officers  identified 
three  intersecting  themes  emerg- 
ing from  their  work:  recruitment 
and  retention,  mental  health,  and 


cultural  diversity  and  spiritual 
practice. 

For  instance,  Paddy  Stamp,  sex- 
ual harassment  officer,  presented  a 
composite  case  study  of  an  inter- 
national student  being  harassed  at 
her  campus  job.  Feeling  that  the 
student’s  sexual  orientation  was 
incompatible  with  their  shared 
faith,  a co-worker  subjected  the 
student  to  escalating  harassment. 
The  complainant  felt  it  essential 
that  both  her  faith  and  her  sexual 
orientation  be  considered  in  any 
complaint  made,  so  the  sexual 
harassment  office  worked  together 
with  the  anti-racism  and  cultural 
diversity  office  to  resolve  the  issue. 

“No  one  office  could  come 
close  to  encompassing  the  work 
of  all,”  said  Stamp  of  U of  T’s 
decentralized  but  co-ordinated 
approach  to  equity.  “Each  office  is 
a portal  to  a whole  panoply  of 
resources  available  and  the  work 
that  each  office  does  raises  the 
profile  of  other  offices.” 

Professor  Angela  Hildyard, 
vice-president  (human  resources 
and  equity),  noted  that  U of  T 
recently  established  an  equity 
advisory  board.  Working  groups 
have  been  established  to  develop 
an  equity  statement,  among  other 
issues,  and  to  investigate  oppor- 
tunities for  informal  dispute  reso- 
lution. “There  is  a significant 
commitment  to  equity  from  our 
president,  our  provost  and  every 
single  one  of  the  academic  leaders 
at  the  university,”  Hildyard  said. 

■Visit  www.utoronto.ca/govcncl/ 
bac/details/ua/2005-06/uaa2005 1 
115.pdf  to  read  annual  reports 
from  the  equity  officers. 


Wheelchair  System 
Wins  Accolades 


By  Elizabeth  Monier-Williams  and 
Margaret  Polanyi 

An  enterprising  team  of 
Toronto  and  "Vancouver 
researchers  has  captured  first 
prize  m an  international  competi- 
tion for  designing  an  anti- 
collision system  for  powered 
wheelchairs  — an  advance  that 
could  provide  new  independence 
for  wheelchair  users  with 
cognitive  disabilities. 

Professor  Alex  Mihailidis  of 
occupational  science  and  occupa- 
tional therapy  and  co-team  leader 
Jesse  Hoey  a post-doctoral 
researcher,  led  the  only  Canadian 
team  in  the  final  round  of  the 
Canesta’Vision  design  contest, 
sponsored  by  San  Jose,  Calif. -based 
Canesta  Ltd.  Powered  wheelchairs 
are  not  always  safe  for  older  people 
with  cognitive  impairments,  such 
as  Alzheimer’s  disease,  because 
they  may  not  be  completely  aware 
of  their  surroundings.  But  without 
this  option,  loss  of  mobility  can 
lead  to  depression  and  a reduced 
quality  of  life. 

The  new  system,  developed  by 
Mihailidis  and  colleagues  at 
U of  T and  the  University  of 
British  Columbia,  uses  a three- 
dimensional  sensor  made  by 


Canesta  to  calculate  the  distance 
from  the  wheelchair  to  objects 
ahead.  The  wheelchair  automatically 
stops  if  something  is  in  the  way  and 
verbally  prompts  the  wheelchair 
user  to  go  in  a safer  direction. 

“This  award  really  validates  our 
research,”  said  Mihailidis,  who  is 
also  a scientist  at  Toronto 
Rehabilitation  Institute.  “We 
believe  our  anti-collision  system 
could  help  people  with  dementia 
to  get  around  independently,  with 
big  implications  for  their  quality 
of  life.” 

It  all  started  a year  ago  when  the 
researchers  entered  the  contest, 
which  called  on  contestants  to 
develop  useful  applications  for  elec- 
tronic perception  technology.  After 
the  Canadian  team  made  it  to  the 
first  round,  they  were  sent  Canesta’s 
3-D  perception  sensors.  Last  sum- 
mer, the  researchers  incorporated 
the  sensors  into  their  obstacle- 
avoidance  wheelchair  system. 

The  award  comes  with  $10,000 
US,  which  the  researchers  will 
dedicate  to  further  refining  their 
wheelchair  system  so  it  will 
“learn”  the  wheelchair  user’s 
environment  and  provide  more 
advanced,  detailed  promptings. 
They  also  want  to  test  their 
system  in  a nursing  home  setting. 


DER  StIJL  in  the  WiND 


Dancing  from  cables  in  the  arcade  at  the  Earth  Sciences  Centre  are  some  360  modernist  objects.  Part 
research,  part  exploration  of  space  and  form,  they  are  the  work  of  students  in  the  Introduction  to 
Architecture  course  taught  by  Professor  Larry  Richards.  The  objects  are  deliberately  evocative  of  der 
StijI,  one  of  the  seminal  influences  on  modern  design  with  its  focus  on  straight  lines  and  the  inter- 
section of  pure  planes.  The  students’  research  sources  ranged  from  the  current  exhibition.  The  Art  of 
Structural  Design: A Swiss  Legacy,  at  the  U ofT Art  Centre  to  industrial  components  available  at  local 
hardware  stores.  Each  object  is  limited  to  five  major  components  and  is  expected  to  stand  up  to 
November  weather.  First-year  architecture  student  Michael  Zitella  is  pictured. 


Updated  Appeals  Policy  Approved 


By  Nicolle  Wahl 

An  updated  version  of  the 
divisional  academic  appeals 
policy  was  approved  Nov.  24  at 
Academic  Board. 

The  new  policy  and  an  accom- 
panying framework,  which  will 
take  effect  Sept.  1,  2006,  were 
developed  after  a consultative 
review  of  the  existing  guidelines 
that  have  steered  the  divisional 
academic  appeals  process  since 
1977.  Divisional  academic 
appeals  encompass  such  issues 
as  missing  deadlines  for  handing 
in  work,  requesting  rescheduled 
examinations  and  applying  for 
late  withdrawal  from  a course 
without  academic  penalty. 

Bonnie  Goldberg,  acting 
assistant  dean  (students)  at  the 
Faculty  of  Law  and  co-chair  of 
the  academic  appeals  committee, 
led  the  subcommittee  to  review 
the  Guidelines  for  Appeals 
Within  Divisions. 

“These  policies  have  been 
working  and  we  know  that 
because  even  with  a growth  — 
perceived  or  real  — in  the  num- 
ber of  petitions  at  the  divisions, 
things  are  still  being  resolved  at 
the  local  level,”  said  Goldberg  in 
an  interview.  For  example,  phar- 
macy has  sent  only  seven  appeals 
in  the  last  10  years  to  Governing 
Council  and  nursing  and  den- 
tistry have  not  sent  an  appeal  to 
Governing  Council  since  1998. 
“But  that  doesn’t  mean  that  [the 
system]  is  perfect  — that  there 
isn't  room  for  improvement.” 


Overall,  the  newly  approved 
policy  IS  structured  around  six 
guiding  principles:  diversity, 

equity  and  accommodation; 
consistency;  flexibility;  trans- 
parency and  timeliness;  fairness 
and  confidentiality;  and  academic 
standards  and  regulations.  “It’s 
basically  an  exhortation  to  divi- 
sional appeal  committees  to  put 
these  issues  front  and  centre 
when  they  are  considering  an 
appeal,”  Goldberg  said. 

“It’s  critical  that  a new  policy 
would  acknowledge  and 
respond  to  the  importance  of 
accessibility  as  part  of  the 
appeals  process,”  she  said.  “Our 
student  body  has  changed  and 
the  willingness  of  the  university 
to  accommodate  students  has 
changed.  We  need  to  ensure  that 
the  policy  under  which  everyone 
is  operating  reflects  that.” 

For  example,  the  framework 
suggests  that  divisions  post 
appeals  information  on  their 
websites  and  the  provost’s  office 
will  collect  all  the  links  for  faculty- 
specific  appeals  processes.  “A 
main  goal  of  this  exercise  has 
been  to  distil  the  policy  in  terms 
of  accommodation,  fairness  and 
consistency  and  then  pair  this 
work  with  a new  framework  for 
implementation,  which  has 
the  administrative  details,  best 
practices  and  commitment  to 
training  of  appeals  people,” 
said  Edith  Hillan,  vice-provost 
(academic),  in  an  interview. 

During  the  board  meeting. 
Professor  Philip  Byer  of  civil 


engineering,  a board  member, 
expressed  concerns  about  the 
informal  resolution  of  petitions 
or  appeals  that  sometimes  hap- 
pens. In  response.  Professor 
"Vivek  Goel,  vice-president  and 
provost,  emphasized  that  consis- 
tent policy  and  practices  are 
critical.  “It  is  important  to 
understand  that  what  we  mean 
by  informal  resolution  is  not  that 
the  process  is  ad  hoc,”  said  Goel. 
“Where  possible,  student  issues 
can  be  resolved  in  a way 
that  avoids  a confrontational 
approach." 


Provost  Vivek  Goel 


While  the  policy  and  frame- 
work do  not  apply  to  the 
Academic  Board’s  academic 
appeals  committee,  which  is 
governed  by  its  own  terms  of 
reference,  the  subcommittee 
made  recommendations  to  the 
academic  appeals  committee  as 
well,  including  recommenda- 
tions to  consider  improved 
timeliness  in  decision-making. 
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PASCAL  PAQUETTE 


The  University  of  Toronto 
Computer  Shop 

Meet  the  Reps. 

On  Thursday  December  5th, 
from  4:00pm  to  8:00pm 
at  the  University  of  Toronto 
Bookstore  / Computer  Shop 
at  our  Annual  Staff  and  Faculty 
day  you  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  meet 
representatives  from  the 
major  computer  manufacturers. 

and  don’t  forget  to  enter 
our  draw  for  a FREE 

iPod  shuffle 


FREE  iPod  Nano 

with  the  purchase  of  a 

15”  PowerbOOk  (M9677LL/Ar 


PowerBook  G4  (M9677LL/A) 

1 5.2”  TFT  display,  1 ,67GHz,  512MB, 
80GB  harddrive,  Superdrive,  Network 
card  Bluetooth,  AirPort  Extreme. 

iPod  Nano  2GB 

Take  everything  you  love  about  iPod 
and  shrink  it.  Now  shrink 
it  again.  With  2GB  (500 


songs)  the  pencil-thin  iPod 
nano  packs  the  entire 
iPod  experience  into  an 
impossibly  small  design.  So 
small,  it  will  take  your  music 
places  you  never  dreamed 


m 


$2199 


*Whiie  quantities  last.  No  substitutions. 
Includes  $100  instant  rebate. 

University  of  Toronto  Computer  Shop 

Koffler  Student  Centre,  214  Coliege  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Ni5J  3A1 
^ Tei:  (416)  640-5810  Fax;  (416)  640-5847  computer 
sales@campuscomputershop.com  shop 
vvi,;ais,?eEer  Hrsi  Mon.-Fri.  9-6,  Sat.  1 0-5,  Suo.  1 2-5 

Visit  our  Web  Site  at  www.campuscomputershop.com 


Quantifying  Informal  Learning  Vital 


By  Jenny  Hall 

WITH  STORIES  OF  OVERQUALIFIED 
immigrants  unable  to  find 
work  in  their  fields  sharing  head- 
lines with  news  about  shortages  of 
doctors  and  other  skilled  workers, 
Canadian  public  policy  experts  are 
increasingly  looking  for  ways  to 
assess  learning  that  has  taken 
place  outside  the  nation’s  formal 
post-secondary  institutions. 

Professor  David  Livingstone  of 
the  Ontario  Institute  for  Studies 
in  Education  of  U of  T 
(OISE/UT)  presented  results 
from  the  2004  Canadian  Survey 
on  Work  and  Lifelong  Learning 
(WALL)  Nov.  24  at  a workshop 
hosted  by  the  Canadian 
Association  for  Prior  Learning 


Assessment. 

The  WALL  survey  suggests  that 
more  than  half  of  Canadians  over 
18  would  be  interested  in  enrolling 
in  further  education  if  their  prior 
informal  learning  and  experiences 
could  be  translated  into  academic 
credit.  Interest  is  even  higher 
among  young  people,  non-whites 
and  recent  immigrants. 

The  Work  and  Lifelong 
Learning  survey  is  the  first  to 
quantify  what  Livingstone  calls 
an  “unmet  demand”  for  adult 
education. 

The  answer  to  this  unmet 
demand  may  be  Prior  Learning 
and  Assessment  and  Recognition 
(PLAR),  which  Livingstone 
described  as  “a  systematic  set  of 
procedures  used  by  educational 


institutions  or  employers  to  assess 
the  prior  knowledge  that  hasn’t 
been  gained  inside  formal  institu- 
tional boundaries.”  Portfolios  and 
challenge  exams,  for  example,  are 
tools  used  to  document  prior 
learning  — and  their  more  wide- 
spread usage  could  be  good  for 
everyone,  Livingstone  said. 

PLAR  could  inspire  several  mil- 
lion more  Canadians  to  participate 
in  adult  education.  This,  in  turn, 
would  help  address  labour  short- 
ages in  Canada  and  create  a more 
productive  workforce.  “What  this 
all  translates  into,”  Livingstone 
said,  “is  the  larger  economic  and 
quality  of  life  impact  that  learning 
always  accrues.” 

'Visit  www.wallnetwork.ca  for 
more  information. 


SGS  Staff  Show  Holiday  Spirit 


By  Michah  Rynor 

INSTEAD  OF  A TYPICAL  GIFT 
exchange  for  the  annual  holiday 
office  party,  staff  and  faculty  at  the 
School  of  Graduate  Studies  decided 
to  give  the  money  they  would 
ordinarily  spend  to  the  United 
Way  campaign  — and  ended  up 
adding  $300  to  the  ever-climbing 
amount  of  donations  coming 
from  U of  T. 

The  idea  was  the  brainchild  ot 
Edith  Eraser,  assistant  to  the  asso- 
ciate dean  (humanities  and  physi- 
cal sciences);  the  dean  of  graduate 
studies,  Professor  Susan  Pieiffer, 
climbed  on  board  soon  after. 

“The  United  Way  makes  the 
most  sense  as  the  charity  of 
choice,”  Pfeiffer  said.  “There 
have  been  so  many  natural  disas- 
ters and  many  of  the  stall  have 
done  what  they  could  do  to  help 
but  at  the  same  time,  we  don’t 
want  to  miss  attending  to  our 


own  community.” 

On  display  at  the  party  were 
15  items  valued  at  about  $20 
each,  for  a total  of  $300.  These 
items  symbolized  how  employees 
at  a typical  office  party  would 
spend  that  money;  gifts  included 
a candle,  a calendar,  a cheese 
tray,  a wine  cooler  etc. 

Rather  than  buy  these 
typical  — and  often  totally 
unnecessary  — gifts  for  co- 


workers, the  $300  raised  can 
instead  buy  two  homeless  peo- 
ple breakfast  every  week  for  a 
year,  four  white  canes  for  the 
visually  impaired  or  a school 
breakfast  for  a hungry  child 
every  day. 

“This  is  a gesture  that  has  an 
impact  beyond  the  dollars,”  said 
an  obviously  impressed  Molly 
Yeomans,  employee  co-chair  for 
the  U of  T United  Way. 


SGS  staff  and  the  presents  their  donation  replaced. 


and  scan  in 


colour,  without 


Ricoh  Canada  Inc. 

The  tier-1  supplier  of  photocopiers  at 
the  University  of  Toronto  since  1997. 
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No  Time  for  Theories 

Lesotho  AIDS  experience  convinces  Berger  of  need  for  action 


Dr.  Philip  Berger  checks  on  an  AIDS  patient  too  weak  to  move, 
who  is  wrapped  in  a blanket  for  warmth. 


By  Karen  Kelly 

The  patient  was  dead.  She  had  been  wheeled  up  in 
a trolley  and  was  parked  at  the  entrance  of  the 
clinic.  “Her  grandmother  knows  she  is  dead  because 
she  has  seen  people  die  at  home  in  the  village,”  a 
counsellor  said  to  Dr.  Philip  Berger.  “We  just  need  a 
doctor  to  certify  that  this  not  a live  person.” 

Berger  had  treated  the  40-year-old  AIDS  patient  the 
week  before  but  the  treatment  came  too  late.  “1  apolo- 
gized to  the  family”  remembers  Berger,  a member  of 
U of  T’s  Department  of  Family  and  Community 
Medicine.  “Her  brother  said,  ‘Thank  you,  doctor.  We 
know  you  did  all  you  could  and  God  will  do  the  rest.’  ” 

It’s  a glimpse  into  Berger’s  seven-month  visit  to  a 
clinic  in  Leribe,  Lesotho.  As  team  leader  of  health 
professionals  sent  by  the  Ontario  Hospital 
Association  and  the  Change  Foundation  HIV/AIDS 
initiative  — OHAfrica  Project  — Berger’s  time  at  the 
Tsepong  Clinic  was  anything  but  easy.  The  team’s 
goal  was  to  help  fight  the  HIV/AIDS  pandemic 
in  one  of  the  world’s  most  affected  countries  — a 
place  where  nearly  30  per  cent  of  the  adult  population  is 
infected. 

“We  were  supposed  to  go  there  with  the  intent  of  passing 
our  expertise  on  to  Lesotho  local  healthcare  professionals,” 
says  Berger.  “Problem  is,  there  aren’t  really  any  — there’s  one 
local  doctor  and  one  local  pharmacist.”  No  nurses,  adminis- 
trators, regular  cleaners,  lab  technicians  — the  team  had  to 
hire  their  own  translators.  The  clinic  had  one  towel  — 
Berger  dried  his  hands  on  his  lab  coat  — and  they  supplied 
their  own  soap.  On  a day  with  no  surgical  tape,  scotch  tape 
held  an  IV  in  place. 


“Flexibility  has  always  been  a requisite  trait  for  those  con- 
tending with  the  AIDS  epidemic  and  it  was  no  different  in 
Lesotho,”  says  Berger,  who  is  also  medical  director  of  the 
Inner  City  Health  Program  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital,  chief  of 
the  hospital’s  department  of  family  and  community  medi- 
cine and  a member  of  the  Ontario  Advisory  Committee  on 
HIV/AIDS. 

Despite  all  the  challenges,  the  team  — with  the  help  of  the 
local  doctor,  pharmacist  and  five  HIV/AIDS  counsellors  — 
built  up  a fledging  clinic  from  100  to  3,500  registered 
patients  in  a year  with  1 ,000  of  them  on  antiretroviral  (ARV) 


drugs  to  keep  the  virus  at  bay.  Also  surprising  is  the 
fact  that,  despite  being  surrounded  by  disease,  pover- 
ty and  death  for  months,  Berger  remains  hopeful  that 
Africa’s  HIV/AIDS  pandemic  can  be  contained. 

“One  cannot  get  stuck  in  despair  and  self-referential 
expressions  of  pain,”  he  says.  “There  has  to  be  aspira- 
tion and  action.  Western  healthcare  professionals  need 
to  move  in  en  masse  and  push  the  epidemic  back.” 
This  contradicts  current  capacity-building  models 
where  foreign  professionals  come  in,  share  their 
expertise  over  a period  of  time  and  then,  over  decades, 
infrastructure  such  as  telecommunications  and  trans- 
portation is  slowly  built  up.  Berger  compares  the  AIDS 
crisis  to  a natural  disaster:  if  there’s  a landslide 
happening,  one  doesn’t  have  a committee  meeting  for 
a year  to  determine  proper  action  or  wait  for  the 
results  of  clinical  trials. 

“The  HIV/AIDS  epidemic  will  have  taken  its  toll  in 
five  to  seven  years,"  says  Berger,  “Millions  will  be  dead 
and  the  existence  of  some  nations  imperiled.  We  don’t 
have  time  to  use  the  traditional  model  in  Lesotho  or 
m other  parts  of  Africa.” 

As  for  his  time  at  the  Tsepong  Clinic,  Berger  isn’t  about  to 
claim  any  major  personal  transformation  (“I’m  as  contemp- 
tuous of  human  behaviour  as  I ever  was,”  he  says  matter-of- 
factly)  but  many  memories  still  stay  with  him.  One  is 
treating  a woman  so  wasted  that  he  could  hear  her  heart 
beating  clearly  while  listening  to  her  breathing  with  his 
stethoscope  on  her  back  — something  ordinarily  only 
possible  by  listening  from  the  front. 

“Something  must  be  done  now,”  Berger  says.  “Otherwise 
people  will  die  as  we  debate  over  the  best  way  of 
approaching  the  AIDS  epidemic  in  Africa.” 


COMMENTARY 

Battling  AIDS  on  the  Home  Front 

Standing  vigil  on  the  Canadian  HIV/AIDS  epidemic  imperative 

By  Ted  Myers  with  Dan  Allman 


WITHOUT  QUESTION  THE  SCOPE  AND  DEVASTATION  OF  THE  HIV/AIDS  EPIDEMIC 
beyond  Canada’s  borders,  particularly  in  sub-Saharan  Africa  and  parts  of 
Asia  and  eastern  Europe,  demand  immediate  attention  and  an 
intensified  response.  Calls  for  new  approaches  to  poli- 
cy and  aid  to  countries  and  continents  where  HIV  is  endemic  have 
been  precipitated  by  challenges  of  implementing  global  development 
goals  and  the  increasing  recognition  of  the  inadequacy  of  these  goals 
for  addressing  the  epidemic.  Despite  our  best  or  mere  adequate 
efforts,  the  immensity  of  HIV  globally,  coupled  with  the  complexities 
of  risk  and  behaviour  in  many  cases,  overwhelm  international  com- 
munities, civil  societies  and  governments. 

At  home  in  Canada,  much  has  been  set  in  place  in  the  past  quarter 
century  in  response  to  the  epidemic.  Canada’s  official  and  unofficial 
strategies  appear  firmly  rooted  and  continue  to  evolve.  For  the  most 
part  we  are  blessed:  access  to  treatment  and  medications  are  available, 
as  is  access  to  care  and  support.  Non-governmental  organizations  are 
empowered  to  take  a leading  role  in  national  and  international 
responses.  On  one  level  there  is  much  to  praise.  Yet,  while  access  is 
not  an  issue  for  a majority  it  continues  as  an  issue  for  the  sizeable 
minority:  those  who  live  in  some  regions  of  the  country,  who  live  in 
smaller  centres  or  are  members  of  ethnocultural  communities  for 
whom  health  services  and  health  service  access  are  limited. 

Fortunately,  basic  prevention  information  is  generally  available  and 
our  research  shows  a good  level  of  information  retention  among  target 
audiences.  Nevertheless,  despite  these  continued  initiatives,  the 
incidence  of  new  infections  domestically  remains  too  high.  It 
is  one  of  the  grave  lessons  governments  and  universities  have 
had  to  learn:  to  guard  against  complacency  and  not  to  risk 
either  the  abandonment  or  attrition  of  national  capacity  and 
interest. 

The  Canadian  imperative  to  act  internationally  to  peacefully  persuade 
blood  borne  and  other  viruses  into  remission  or  obsolescence  is  poorer  if  it  is  not 
complemented  by  a sustainable  home-grown  infrastructure,  whether  in  the  lab,  in  public 
health  or  in  the  classroom. 

Here  at  the  University  of  Toronto,  there  is  an  unprecedented  demand  and  interest  from 
prospective  students  in  acquiring  training  and  experience  in  international  health  contexts. 


many  of  these  specific  to  HIV/AIDS.  This  follows  an  increasing  focus  among  many 
Canadian  HIV/AIDS  researchers  to  undertake  research  outside  of  Canada.  While  the 
mission  is  inarguably  just,  it  does  reduce  an  already  limited  capacity 
of  Canadian  HIV/AIDS  research. 

Perhaps  the  movement  to  “far  shores”  in  some  way  reflects  a false 
confidence.  Perhaps  basic  and  clinical  sciences,  by  their  very  nature, 
fall  within  an  international  research  agenda  whilst  research  into 
the  determinants  of  public  health  and  the  epidemiology  of  HIV 
is  most  relevant  domestically. 

If  so,  Canada  lacks  a firm  infrastructure  in  this  area  of 
research  and  with  an  aging  population  of  researchers  — some 
of  us  having  been  in  the  field  for  a full  25  years  — the  absolute 
need  to  attract  and  retain  new  and  junior  researchers  to  work 
j locally  as  well  as  internationally  is  without  question.  It  is  a 
hardened  but  true  rhetoric  that  states  that  here  at  home,  the 
prevention  of  one  infection  may  in  fact  prevent  the  expendi- 
ture of  one-quarter  of  a million  dollars  in  direct  treatment  costs 
and  an  additional  half-million  in  wider  economic  implications. 
Yet,  prevention  research,  that  hallmark  of  Canadian  efforts  that 
follows  and  responds  to  changes  in  behaviour  and  social  and 
contextual  factors,  has,  in  the  wake  of  current  governmental 
and  university  developments,  for  the  most  part  been  curtailed 
by  a lack  of  funding  and  support. 

Although  the  Canadian  HIV  epidemic  has  and  can  still  be  con- 
strued as  predominantly  affecting  gay  and  bisexual  men  and  injection 
drug  users,  we  know  that  here  and  abroad  proMmity  to  infection  is 
not  so  much  about  sex  or  drugs  or  rock  and  roll  as  it  is  about  social 
determinants  and  the  physical  and  mental  benefits  of  social  position. 
Because  our  strength  in  research  at  home  is  also  our  strength  in  Africa 
and  Asia  and  eastern  Europe,  let  us  not  allow  the  magnitude  of  the  Canadian 
epidemic  relative  to  the  global  scene  reduce  our  interest,  vigilance  and  attention 
to  building  and  maintaining  research  capacity  here  at  home. 

Professor  Ted  Myers  is  the  director  of  the  HIV  social,  behavioural  and  epidemiological  studies  unit 
at  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  president  of  the  Canadian  Association  for  HIV  Research.  Dan 
Allman  is  a research  associate  with  the  HIV  social,  behavioural  and  epidemiological  studies  unit. 


University  of  Toronto  Bulletin  — 7 — Monday,  November  28,  2005 


COURTESY  OF  PHILIP  BERGER  JACQUI  OAKLEY 


A Taste  of  Culinary  Art 

Students  try  their  hand  at  haute  cuisine  in  first-ever  U of  T Iron  Chef  competition 


Almost  everyone  decided  to  bake  the 
salmon  and  stir  fry  the  vegetables.  Team 
Chopstick  Trio  went  for  an  overall  Chinese 
flavour  and  team  Number  One  decided  on 
a white  wine  and  caramelized  onion  sauce. 

“We  saw  the  ad  in  the  Varsity  paper  and 
thought  we’d  come  out  and  give  it  a whirl,” 
said  Amanda  Treacy  of  team  Shnmps  on 
the  Barbie  as  she  and  her  "Varsity  Blues 
athlete  co-chefs  took  an  improvisational 
approach  to  their  cooking.  “We  love  the 
competition.  And  we  love  the  show.” 

As  the  students  worked,  an  audience  of 
friendly  supporters  and  curious  food- 
tasters  was  treated  to  a demonstration  on 
rolling  fresh  sushi  by  staff  from  the  Bento 
Nouveau  company  and  to  award-winning 
chef  Gallini’s  amazing  talent  as  he  carved  a 
watermelon  into  a multi-petalled  flower  in 
just  under  seven  minutes. 

Teams  set  their  plates  on  the  judges’  table 
at  7:30  p.m.  sharp.  Voices  dropped  to  a 
munnur  as  the  culinary  creations  were 
judged  on  both  presentation  and  taste  pro- 
file by  a panel  of  three  professional  chefs. 
The  first  prize  went  to  team  Afrekans,  who 
served  up  salmon  in  a red  wine  sauce, 
tomatoes  stuffed  with  garlic  mashed  pota- 
toes and  a colourful  cabbage  salad.  Their 
creation  earned  them  1,000  flex  dollars, 
money  stored  on  U of  T student  cards  that 
can  be  used  at  a variety  of  campus  Sodexho 
outlets.  Second  prize  of  500  flex  dollars 
went  to  team  Chopstix’s  herbed  salmon 
and  curried  pasta  with  shrimp. 

“It  was  a close  competition  but  we  all 
agreed  on  the  winner,”  said  judge  Brian 
Heasman,  manager  of  the  Delta  Chelsea 
Hotel.  “The  synergy  of  their  flavours  was  a 
cut  above.” 

Afrekans  team  members  Sheena  Blake 
and  brothers  Denzel  and  Rodney  Mills 
were  philosophical  about  their  win.  “We 
were  raised  to  compete,”  said  Denzel.  “We 
always  strive  to  win.”  The  secret  to  their 
great  flavour?  Denzel  said  it  was  the  pota- 

natt  to  cnoose  tneir  menus  anu  piepaic  lucu  ° 

dishes  using  the  ingredients  allotted.  Music  Winning  Iron  Chefs  Denzel  Mills  (left)  and  Sheena  Blake  (centre)  work  alongside  toes.  Rodney  said  it  was  the  sauce  e 

blared  as  the  groups  buzzed  back  and  forth,  second-place  finisher  Jane  Tantgrakol  in  the  student  cooking  challenge  event.  secret  is  the  Mills  brothers,  said  Blake. 


By  Sonnet  LAbbe 

INSTEAD  OF  THE  USUAL  SMELL  OF  FRYING 
burgers  and  hot  pizza,  the  aroma  of  gar- 
lic, rosemary  and  white  wine  lilled  the  air 
at  Sidney  Smith  cafeteria.  The  campus  fast 
food  haven  was  transformed  into  a hotbed 
of  haute  cuisine  Nov.  24  as  U of  T hosted 
Its  first  annual  Iron  Chef  competition. 

“The  response  was  incredible,”  said 
Suman  Roy,  executive  chef  for  the  Sodexho 
food  ser\ice  company.  “We  put  out  a call  for 
SIX  teams  and  on  the  first  day  we  had  45 
wanting  to  register.  We  had  to  limit  it  to  10 
teams.” 

Ten  teams  of  three  students  competed  in 
the  cook-off  patterned  after  the  popular  Iron 
Chef  tele\ision  show  on  the  Food  Network. 
The  event  was  designed  to  engage  students, 
said  Sodexho’s  general  manager. 

"We  wanted  to  do  more  student  events,” 
said  Hadi  Chahin.  “We've  done  community 
events  like  Feed  the  Children  and  Serc'athon 
but  wanted  to  do  something  for  university 
students. 

“We  also  want  to  expose  students  to  the 
culinary  field.  We  know  students  at  the 
Ontario  Culinary  School  and  Ceorge  Brown 
College  are  interested  and  we  wondered 
where  those  interested  students  were  at 
U of  T.” 

Each  team  was  provided  a selection  of 
vegetables  and  herbs  — white  and  red 
onion,  green  onion,  carrots,  mushrooms, 
ginger,  lemon,  orange,  fresh  cilantro,  rose- 
mary and  parsley.  Each  group  also  had  its 
butane  burner,  wok,  whisk  and  spoons  as 
well  as  access  to  convection  ovens,  a chef’s 
assortment  of  knives  and  a wide  selection  of 
spices,  sauces  and  wines. 

“Now  we’ll  announce  your  meat,"  Roy 
told  the  teams  at  6 p.m.  as  assistants 
brought  out  the  plates.  “Salmon  and  baby 
shnmp.  And  you  must  use  both.” 

Students  had  just  under  an  hour  and  a 


OUR  ANNUAL 
STAFF  AND  FACULTY  DAY 


Join  lis. 


DECEMBER  8™  2005 

4:00  PM  TO  8:00PM 

20%  OFF 

Enjoy  cocktails  and  hors  d'oeurves. 
along  with  your  discount*  on  book  and  gift  purchases, 
special  deals  & free  giftwrapping« 


'Diicounr  applies  w reguldrly  priced  and  in-stock  mer- 
chandise only  Discount  excludes  medical  books,  textbooks. 

computer  hardware  and  software,  rings,  leather 
jackets,  magazines,  confectionery,  postage,  web  oivlers,  dm' 
special  orders. 

University  of  Toronto  Bookstore 
214  College  Street,  Toronto,  ON 
Te!:(  416)  640-7900 


WWW. uoftboohstore.com 


Professional  Family  Footcare 

S 


fNSUi.ANCi-: 


Dedicated  To  Help  Keep  You  Walking  In  Comfort ! 


CUSTOM  ORTHOTiC’S  : PROBLEMATIC  NAILS 
HEEL  PAIN  : CALLUS  ; CORNS  : WARTS  : HIGICFLAT  ARCHES 
CUSTOM  FOOTWEAR  : COMPRESSION  S FOCKINGS 


GENERAL  AND  DIABETIC  FOOTCARE 

PERSONAL  A J TENTION  ANt)  GENTLE  CARE 


\W 


Toronio./'Head  (Dffke  ■ 27  Queen  St.  H.  Suite  407  416-214-4697 

."Icn'i.Av  A';.  SUi-hsid UrrsfiiUil 

Orthotics  and  Compression  Stocking.s  May  Be  C'overed 
Under  I ofT  Staff  and  Most  Other  Extended  Health  Care  IMans. 
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Chambers  Connects 

New  associate  vice-provost  has  knack  with  students 

By  Jenny  Hall 


U of  T students  Krishnae  Mehta  (left)  and  Garfield  Andrews  discuss  their  university 
experiences  with  Professor  Tony  Chambers,  associate  vice-provost  (students). 


SITTING  DOWN  FOR  A PHOTO  SHOOT  WITH 
some  students,  Professor  Tony 
Chambers,  U of  T’s  newly  appointed 
associate  vice-provost  (students), 
seizes  the  opportunity  to  conduct  an 
impromptu  focus  group.  Asking  about 
everything  from  class  size  to  part-time  jobs, 
he  has  the  initially  shy  group  laughing  as 
they  commiserate  about  the  life  of  a modern 
undergraduate. 

Chambers,  who  also  has  a faculty 
appointment  at  the  Ontario  Institute  for 
Studies  in  Education  of  the  University  of 
Toronto,  has  been  hired  to  evaluate  the 
student  experience  at  U of  T — one  of  the 
priorities  of  the  academic  plan  — and  to 
advise  on  how  to  improve  it  for  U of  Ts 
nearly  70,000  students. 

“There  are  immediate  challenges,”  he  says. 
“One  is  to  develop  a clear  understanding  of 
what  the  student  experience  really  is  — put- 
ting parameters  on  it.  The  second  is  to  iden- 
tify and  somehow  synthesize  the  measures  of 
the  student  experience  across  all  three 
campuses.  My  hunch  is  that  a lot  of  offices 
have  done  assessments  already  without 
necessarily  labelling  it  that  way” 

Chambers,  who  hails  from  the  south  side 
of  Chicago,  says  that  he  “happened  into” 
university.  “I  was  not  planning  to  go  to 
college.  I didn’t  know  anyone  who’d  gone.  I 
was  set  on  going  into  the  Navy  or  working 
in  a factory,  which  is  what  people  did  in 
my  neighbourhood.” 

Student  affairs  professionals  mentored 


him  through  his  undergraduate  years  at 
Illinois  State  University  and  he  credits  them 
with  sparking  a scholarly  interest  in  student 
life.  After  studying  for  a doctorate  and  work- 
ing as  an  assistant  dean  of  students  at  the 
University  of  Florida,  Chambers  held  vari- 
ous academic  and  administrative  positions. 


most  recently  at  the  University  of  Michigan 
where  he  was  associate  director  of  the 
National  Forum  on  Higher  Education  for  the 
Public  Good  and  adjunct  professor  in  the 
Center  for  the  Study  of  Higher  and 
Postsecondary  Education. 

U of  T’s  newest  senior  administrator  plans 


on  being  here  to  stay.  “There’s  something 
about  Toronto,”  he  says,  of  the  multicultural 
city  he  and  his  family  now  call  home.  “One 
ol  the  things  I was  in  constant  search  of  in 
the  States  was  a place  I didn’t  seem  to  be  so 
out  of  place  racially.  In  all  my  years  in 
various  cities  1 never  got  the  feeling  that  I 
fully  belonged.” 

Perhaps  it’s  this  sympathy  for  the  outsider 
that  makes  Chambers  so  determined  to  see 
things  from  the  students’  point  of  view. 
“Sometimes  we  cut  ourselves  off  from  the 
reasons  we  came  into  academic  work  in  the 
first  place,”  he  says.  “Students  are  smart  and 
perceptive.  They  see  some  of  the  things  we 
prioritize  as  academics  and  they  react  to  that. 

“The  biggest  challenge,”  he  says  about  his 
mission  at  U of  T,  “will  be  working  to  trans- 
late what  we  learn  about  the  student  experi- 
ence into  programmatic  and  institutional 
change.  It  may  require  us  to  listen  to  each 
other  in  a different  way.” 

He  is  excited  by  the  prospects  for  improv- 
ing the  student  experience  at  U of  T.  “The 
president  and  most  of  the  campus  leader- 
ship, including  our  Governing  Council,  have 
made  the  student  experience  a top  priority 
and  have  invested  resources  into  promoting 
It  as  well  as  into  understanding  where  we 
can  make  adjustments.” 

At  the  end  of  the  photo  shoot  cum  focus 
group.  Chambers  gives  his  phone  number  to 
the  students  he’s  just  met  and  invites  them  to 
phone  him  with  their  concerns.  “They’re  the 
experts,”  he  says. 


Balancing  Many  Roles 

Massey  earns  kudos  for  supporting  part  at  drama  centre 

By  Michelle  MacArthur 


WHEN  A DeUCATE  BAIANCE.  EDWARD  AlBEE’S  PULITZER- 
Prize  winning  play,  opened  at  U of  T’s  Studio 
Theatre  last  week,  the  actors  received  the 
applause  but  it  was  one  exceptional  staff  member  working 
behind  the  scenes  who  was  instrumental  in  bringing  the 
show  to  the  stage  and  filling  the  seats  with  audience 
members. 

Her  official  title  is  facilities  co-ordinator  and  box  office 
manager,  but  Luella  Massey  plays  a multitude  of  roles  at 
the  Graduate  Centre  for  Study  of  Drama,  known  informal- 
ly as  the  drama  centre.  As  Professor  Paula  Sperdakos,  the 
centre’s  graduate  co-ordinator,  puts  it,  “There’s  only  one 
Luella  Massey  but  she  does  so  much  at  and  for  the  drama 
centre  that  sometimes  it  seems  as  if  there  are  at  least  five  of 
her,  and  they  are  all  overworked.” 

Massey  started  at  U of  T in  1972  as  an  undergraduate 
student.  On  a campus  tour  during  her  first  year,  she  was 
introduced  to  Hart  House  Theatre  and  the  drama  centre, 
which  produced  its  shows  there  at  the  time.  Massey  left  her 
name  at  Hart  House  in  case  they  ever  needed  help  on  a 
production. 

“1  volunteered  to  help  with  costumes  because  that  was 
what  I had  some  experience  in  — though  they  assured  me 
that  they  wouldn’t  need  my  help  because  they  were  a grad- 
uate department  and  they  only  used  graduate  students  on 
their  productions.  I got  a phone  call  one  night  saying,  'Can 
you  sew?’  1 said,  'Yes’  and  they  said,  'When  can  you  be  here 
tomorrow?’  1 was  making  a blouse  the  morning  of  the  tech 
rehearsal  to  be  worn  by  an  actor  that  night.” 

Massey  stayed  on  for  the  rest  of  the  season  helping  with 
costumes,  quickly  earning  the  title  of  wardrobe  mistress. 
The  following  year,  she  tried  her  hand  at  stage  manage- 
ment, a role  that  she  continued  to  play  on  drama 
centre  productions  for  much  of  her  more  than  25-year 


Luella  Massey 


career  at  the  university. 

Asked  what  attracted  her  to  stage  managing,  Massey 
replies,  “Working  with  a variety  oi  people  — with 
actors,  stage  crew  and  directors.  1 also  liked  using  my 


organizational  skills,  but  mostly  1 liked  that  it  had  different 
responsibilities.” 

The  same  can  be  said  about  Massey’s  current  position, 
which  involves  a lot  of  variety  and  contact  with  everyone 
from  (acuity  to  professional  actors.  “I  work  with  a wide 
variety  of  people.  1 handle  the  facilities  component  of  the 
centre  so  1 deal  with  all  the  people  who  work  in  facilities 
and  caretaking;  I work  with  the  faculty  in  relation  to  space 
issues,  productions  and  conferences;  and  I deal  with 
outside  companies  who  use  our  facilities.” 

Massey  also  remains  deeply  involved  with  the  centre’s 
shows,  co-ordinating  the  publicity,  budget  and  front-of- 
house  aspects.  In  addition  to  these  duties,  she  advises 
students  on  production  issues,  helping  them  learn  the 
practical  aspects  of  staging  a play.  Of  A Delicate  Balance, 
which  runs  Dec.  1 to  4 at  the  Studio  Theatre,  Massey 
says,  “Students  are  directing,  designing  and  acting  in  it. 
One  of  the  core  parts  of  the  program  is  that  they  are 
exposed  to  a production  to  see  what  it  takes  to  put  a show 
together  — they  have  a sense  of  how  a play  works  and  why 
it  works  and  what  is  required  to  put  it  together.” 

Working  on  productions  together  also  fosters  a sense  of 
community  among  students,  faculty  and  staff.  “There’s  a 
great  sense  of  history  in  our  department.  People  who  have 
acted  together  in  shows  at  night  and  put  in  long  hours  have 
a much  different  relationship  than  people  who  sit  across 
Irom  each  other  at  the  table  at  9 a.m.  in  front  of  a cup  of 
coffee.” 

One  Luella  Massey  or  five,  she  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
drama  centre  community.  Says  Professor  John  Astington, 
the  centre’s  director,  “Luella  Massey  is  simply  outstanding 
in  all  the  many  things  she  does;  we  know  the  centre 
wouldn’t  be  at  all  the  same  without  her  efforts  and 
commitment." 
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The  Hart  House 
Hair  Place 

FINEST  CUTTING  & STYLING 

Mon.  to  Fri.  8:30  - 5:30  • Sat.  9:00  - 5:00 
For  appointnnent  call  416-978-2431 

7 Harf  House  Circle 


2005 

Boris  P.  Stoicheff  Lecture 

The  Dawn  of  Discreteness 
IN  Optics 

by 

Professor  George  I.  A.  Stegeman 

Cobb  Family  Chair  in  Optical  Sciences  and  Engineering, 
University  of  Central  Florida 


Wednesday,  December  7,  2005,  4:10  PM 
Room  108 

Koffler  Institute  for  Pharmacy 
Management 
(569  Spadina  Ave.) 

This  is  a public  lecture  sponsored 
by  the  Institute  for  Optical  Sciences 

Refreshment  afterwards  at  the  Faculty  Club 
(2nd  floor) 

For  information  call  416-978-3926 


BOOKS 


The  following  arc  by  U of  T 
staff  Where  there  is  multiple 
authorship  or  editorship 
with  members  of  another 
institution,  staff  are  indicat- 
ed with  an  asterisk. 


Creating  Knowledge, 

Strengthening  Nations:  S 

The  Changing  Role  of 
Higher  Education,  edited  by 
Glen  A.  Jones,  Patricia  L. 

McCarney  and  Michael  L. 

Skolnik  (U  of  T Press;  290  pages; 
$60).  This  collection  of  essays 
seeks  to  improve  understanding 
of  the  effects  of  globalization  on 
universities  by  deepening  the 
analysis  of  how  universities  con- 
tribute to  economic  growth  and 
entrepreneurialism  while  also 
contributing  to  strategic  societal 
goals  of  equity  and  redistributive 
justice.  The  diverse  group  of 
essays  describes  how  internal 
and  external  forces  arising  from 
globalization  are  exerting 
pressure  to  change  the  role  of 
higher  education  in  society  and 
how  universities  are  dealing 
with  these  pressures. 

Recognizing  Aboriginal  Title:  The 
Mabo  Case  and  Indigenous 
Resistance  to  EngUsh-Setder 
Coloniahsm,  by  Peter  H.  Russell 


(U  of  T Press;  450  pages;  $65). 

A judicial  revolution  occurred  in 
1992  when  Australia’s  highest 
court  discarded  a 200-year-old 
doctrine  that  the  country  was  a 
terra  nuUiiis  — a land  of  no  one 
— when  the  white  man  arrived. 
The  proceedings  were  known  as 
the  Mabo  case,  named  after  the 
man  who  fought  the  notion  that 
Australian  Aboriginal  people 
did  not  have  a system  of  land 
ownership  before  European 
colonization.  This  book  offers  a 
comprehensive  study  of  the  case, 
its  background  and  its  conse- 
quences, contextualizing  it 
within  the  international  struggle 
of  indigenous  peoples  to 
overcome  their  colonized  status. 

Written  in  the  Elesh:  A History 
of  Desire,  by  Edward  Shorter 
(U  of  T Press;  300  pages; 

$39.95).  This  book  is  a history 
not  of  sex  but  of  sexual  desire,  of 


what  people  yearn  to  do 
sexually.  It  demonstrates 
that  desire  is  hard-wired 
into  the  brain,  expressing 
itself  in  remarkably  similar 
ways  in  men  and  women, 
— ■ adolescents  and  adults 

and  in  gays,  lesbians  and 
straights  alike.  Drawing 
from  a wide  array  of 
sources  including  memoirs, 
novels,  collections  of  letters  and 
diaries  as  well  as  a large  body  of 
erotic  works,  it  explores  the 
widening  of  western  society’s 
sexual  repertoire. 

Wallace  Stevens  and  the 
Apocalyptic  Mode,  by  Malcolm 
Woodland  (University  of  Iowa 
Press;  276  pages;  $37.95  US). 
This  book  focuses  on  Stevens’ 
doubled  stance  towards  the 
apocalyptic  past  — his  simulta- 
neous use  of  and  resistance  to 
apocalyptic  language,  two 
contradictory  forces  that  have 
generated  two  dominant  and 
incompatible  interpretations  of 
his  work.  It  explores  the  often 
paradoxical  roles  of  apocalyptic 
and  anti-apocalyptic  rhetoric  in 
modernist  and  postmodernist 
poetry  and  theory,  particularly  as 
these  emerge  in  the  poetry  of 
Stevens  and  Jorie  Graham. 


Thursday,  December  1, 7:30  PM 
The  Great  Hall,  Hart  House  ., 


. .■•■I 


:\Op-  ■ *:7;- 

aij  ■ dsT'  -.iL  . A ^ 


..  -IVA!?.. 


* ■ f , ,,,  ■ 

. '•  'TV'  ■■  ■ i 


'•  •v"'/ 

•*  t - 


'k> 


V.'»  y 


'■f  '.dA.  C 

.-i  1 


: :« 

L'i  d.-S 

fe'  A. 


••a- 


Welcome  by 
Dr.  David  Naylor 

Keynote  by 
Dr.  Philip  Berger 


-:u 


V 


f Speeches.  Theatre.  Music. 


c‘.’7 


m % 

%;  THE  CENTRE  FOR  INTERNATIONAL  HEALTH'  ■ - 
^ FACULTY  OF  MEDICINE 

' IN  ASSOCIATION  WITH  HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  • 2005 

WORU)  AIDS  DAY 


Think  about  the  challenge. 
Be  part  of  the  solution. 


Information:  | STOP  AIDS.  KEEP  THE  PROMISE! 

kopelow@sympatico  ca  i commemorated  around  the  globe  on  December  1 . It  celebrates  progress  made  in  the  battle  against  the  epi- 

I demic  and  brings  into  focus  remaining  challenges.  World  AIDS  Day  2005  aims  to  accelerate  the  global  response  to  HIV  and 
i AIDS,  preventing  new  infections,  promoting  equal  access  to  treatment  and  mitigating  the  impact  of  AIDS.  - UNAIDS 


With  special  thanks  to  The  Varsity  and  The  Bulletin. 


BE  THERE  FOR  EVENTS  IN  YOUR  FACULTY 

Architecture  Engineering  Munk  Centre  for  International  Studies 

Arts  and  Science  Law  Music 

Dentistry  Medicine  Nursing 


Ontario  Institute  tor  Studies  in  Education 
Pharmacy 

Physical  Education  and  Health 


Rotman  School  of  Management 
Social  Work 

UofT  at  Mississauga  and  Scarborough 


AND  MORE 
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HELP  FIGHT  BAHA’I 
PERSECUTION  IN  IRAN 

Recently,  Canadas  representative 
to  the  United  Nations  introduced 
a resolution  expressing  “serious 
concern”  over  the  erosion  of 
human  rights  in  Iran.  This 
resolution  is  the  latest  in  a 
long  litany  of  criticism  directed 
against  Iran  by  governments  and 
non-governmental  organizations 
around  the  world  and  reflects  a 
growing  awareness  of  the  plight 
of  Iranian  citizens.  Of  particular 
concern  to  me,  as  a student  and 
a friend  to  many  Baha ’is,  is  the 
Iranian  government’s  refusal  to 


allow  Baha’i  young  men  and 
women  to  attend  institutions  of 
higher  learning. 

Baha’is  constitute  Iran’s  largest 
religious  minority  and  have  been 
the  object  of  brutal  persecution 
since  the  establishment  of  the 
Islamic  Republic  of  Iran  in  1979. 
Baha’is  refuse  to  bow  before  pres- 
sure from  the  Iranian  govern- 
ment to  abandon  their  religion 
and  have  therefore  undergone 
execution,  imprisonment  and 
confiscation  of  property  and  have 
been  systematically  denied  access 
to  all  forms  of  higher  education 
in  Iran. 

"We  stand  today  at  a critical 
juncture.  "With  the  attention  of 
the  international  community 
focused  on  Iran,  its  government 
is  particularly  sensitive  to 
condemnation  of  human  rights 
abuses.  The  Association  for 
Baha’i  Studies  at  the  University 
of  Toronto  calls  upon  students 
and  professors  alike  to  express 
their  condemnation  of  Iran’s 


policies  of  persecution  against 
the  Baha’is  and  of  Iran’s 
repressive  stance  towards  all  its 
citizens. 

To  learn  more  about  Iran’s 
refusal  to  allow  Baha’is  to  enter 
universities  and  colleges  or  to 
request  an  information  package, 
visit  the  Association  for  Baha’i 
Studies’  website  at  http://bahai.sa. 
utoronto.ca/denialy. 

Education  is  a fundamental 
right,  enshrined  in  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights  and 
cherished  by  Canadians.  I urge 
my  fellow  students  and  the 
faculty  to  stand  in  solidarity 
with  academics  and  students 
around  the  world,  committed  to 
providing  education  for  all. 

Sadaf  Tavasou 
English 

LETTERS  DEADLINES 

December  2 for  December  12 
December  1 6 for  January  9 


ON  THE  OTHER  HAND 

Ghost  Comic  of  Rideau  Hall 


WHILE  OUR  American  cousins  are 
exercised  about  whether  to 
replace  science  with  theology,  up  here 
we’re  practising  our  three  national 
sports:  hockey,  federal  elections  and 
governor-general  bashing. 

Professional  hockey  is  back.  I found 
myself  in  a downtown  saloon  one  recent 
Saturday  evening  with  a visiting 
Englishman  and  our  attention  was 
drawn  to  a large  television  screen  on 
which  two  large  gents  were  pummelling 
each  other.  My  friend  was  agog.  “The  officials,”  he 
said.  “They’re  just  standing  there  watching.”  I was 
unsure  how  deeply  to  go  into  this  aspect  of  Canadian 
life,  so  I changed  the  subject. 

Yet  there  was  nowhere  to  go  but  our  time-honoured 
sport  of  bickering  over  the  date  of  the  next  election 
and  whether  all  three  opposition  leaders  can  agree  at 
the  same  time  and  still  manage  to  blame  it  on  some- 
one else.  (Or  take  the  credit,  if  that  seems  appropri- 
ate.) Given  recent  polls,  it  seems  likely  that  the  next 
Parliament  will  be  very  much  like  this  one.  This  sport 
might  not  have  an  off-season  for  years  to  come. 

Finally  there’s  the  relatively  new  sport  of  bashing 
the  governor  general.  Were  Canadians  this  beastly  to 
Earl  Grey  (1904-1911)  or  were  we  just  grateful  for 
the  tea?  Or  Freeman  Freeman-Thomas,  Baron 
Willingdon  of  Ratton  (1926-1931)?  I doubt  it.  We’re 
suckers  for  earls  and  barons  and  suchlike.  It’s  when 
we  started  appointing  commoners  that  we  turned 
ugly,  metaphorically  tugging  their  hockey  sweaters 
over  their  heads  and  thrashing  the  daylights  out  of 
them.  Look  at  Adrienne  Clarkson,  newly  returned  to 
civilian  life.  When  she  hobnobbed  with  posh  people 
she  was  criticized  for  being  out  of  touch  with 
ordinary  Canadians,  but  if  she  paid  a visit  to  the  less 
fortunate  she  was  accused  of  slumming. 

Spare  a thought  then  for  the  newly  installed 
Michaelle  Jean.  She  was  taking  flak  from  the  moment 
we  first  looked  her  in  the  e,  and  it  hasn’t  let  up.  (If 
Bill  Gates  had  come  from  a more  cosmopolitan  coun- 
try he  might  have  made  it  less  cumbersome  to  type 
e.)  She  has  been  roundly  slammed  in  Quebec  for 
comments  she  made  at  the  parliamentary  press 


gallery  dinner  in  Ottawa,  and  this  is 
where  1 begin  to  have  strong  opinions.  1 
know  a bit  about  governors  general. 

Back  in  1990  1 was  summoned  to 
Ottawa.  The  Right  Honourable  Ramon 
John  Hnatyshyn  needed  me.  His  brand- 
new  excellency  was  confronting  his  first 
press  gallery  dinner,  an  annual  occasion 
at  which  the  party  leaders  and  the  gover- 
nor general  are  required  to  make  comic 
speeches,  traditionally  after  swilling 
oceans  of  alcohol.  The  prospect  of  being 
comic  on  demand  filled  Hnatyshyn  with  more  dread 
than  the  threat  of  having  to  speak  French  in  public. 
As  a politician  he  had  frequently  attended  this  dinner 
and  had  seen  one  of  his  Rideau  Hall  predecessors 
pelted  with  sugar  cubes.  “Sugar  cubes  hurt,"  he 
observed  sadly.  He  wanted  me  to  help  him  write  a 
speech  that  would  not  necessarily  lead  to  the 
comedy  circuit  but  would  keep  the  sugar  in  its  bowl. 

Gomplicating  matters  was  that  in  1990  the  Ottawa 
Citizen  was  threatening  to  blow  the  press  gallery  din- 
ner wide  open  and  report  what  was  said.  Previously 
the  dinner  had  been  completely  off  the  record. 
Journalists  who  even  hinted  at  what  went  on  were 
barred  from  returning.  Now  for  the  first  time  in  vice- 
regal history,  we  had  to  be  somewhat  circumspect. 
During  the  Hnatyshyn  years  I always  tried  to  include 
in  my  first  draft  something  funny  yet  unsayable.  It 
was  gratifying  to  hear  the  assembled  bureaucrats 
(who  grew  in  number  every  year,  until  they  could 
scarcely  fit  into  Hnatyshyn’s  spacious  office)  cackle 
with  laughter  then,  wiping  the  smirk  from  their  faces, 
observe,  “Of  course,  he  can’t  say  that.” 

1 had  the  pleasure  of  serving  a similar  function  for 
Romeo  LeBlanc  and  once  m a small  way  for  Adrienne 
Clarkson,  but  eventually  my  gig  as  court  jester  to 
Government  House  quietly  ended.  I had  — anony- 
mously, of  course  — some  good  reviews  from  the 
Ottawa  Citizen,  but  my  proudest  boast  is  that  in  10 
years  as  ghost  comic  of  Rideau  Hall  not  one  of  my 
clients  was  struck  by  a sugar  cube. 

Nicholas  Pashley  buys,  sells  and  reviews  books  for  the 
U of  T Bookstore. 


By  Nicholas  Pashley 


t ^ HEWmWS  COMSUITMOS 

GERIATRIC  CARE  MANAGEMENT 

We  help  the  family  navigate  its  way  through  the  changing 
healthcare  needs  of  the  elderly.  Services  included:  homecare, 
facility,  placement,  advocacy,  counselling  & support. 

Tel:  416-362-9176  Fax;  416-362-3035  Cell:  416-219-5290  e-iliail;  careabie@sympatico.ca 


Harvey  E. 

Itosenreld  D.P.M. 

Doctor  of  Podiatric  Medicine 

Child,  Adult  and  Geriatric  Foot  Specialist 

Medical  Arts  liuildiiig 

Vleadowvale  Professional  Bldg 

1 7(1  St.  (ieorge  Street 

()!{.).)  iVleadovvvale  Town  Lentir  Circle 

Suite  :m 

Suite  2‘24 

Toronto,  Ontario 

Mississauga.  Ontario 

Tel:  41  (*-%?-( ltd )0 

Tel  90.)-8l4-.)884 

lax:  4lt)-%7-<)2‘)4 

lax:  <)0.)-8 14-4841 

PEanhingJ  ,.,;y: 

„-:;'Byi!d  a 

• *;  Vr  "j  ^ 

/c/.- 416-978-3846 

ub  iiiiw  to  rnaKe  3. 
ntannfxrl  ailFif'  fn  1 1 nf  T 

e-mn  'd:  gift.plan@utoi'onto.ca 

www.giving.utoronto.ca/piangiving 

Faculty  Flousiiig  Program  Lmivcrsity’oflbronto 
for  New  Facukv 

A unique  stock  of  apartment  units  and 
houses  ioca.tcd  on  ihe  St.  C.icorgc  campus 
are  available  ro  newly  appointed  raculrv 
wulj  tenure  track  positions. 

For  more  information  oti  the  program 
and  how  to  add  your  name  to  ilic  wait, 
list,  piea.se  visit  our  website  at: 
wwtv.iibr-ary.utoronto.ca/ncwcomcr.s/ 


December  6,  2005 

National  Day  of  Remembrance  and  Action  on 
Violence  Against  Women 

December  6,  is  the  anniversary  of 
the  Montreal  Massacre. 


CAMPUS  MEMORIALS:  n 

wi 

St.  George  Dec.  6,  12:15  pm  Great  Hall,  Hart  House  ^ 
President  David  Naylor  will  be  giving  the  opening  remarks. 

UTM  Dec.  6,  1 1 am  Presentation  Room,  Student  Centre 
UTSC  Nov.  29,  12  pm  Atrium,  Arts  & Administration 

For  further  details:  www.status-women.utoronto.ca 


status.women@utoronto.ca 

416-978-2196 

All  Welcome 
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ACCOMMODATION 


Rentals  Available  — 
Metro  & Area 


Absolutely  unique  temporary  resi- 
dences! Upscale,  executive  quality,  fully 
furnished,  privately  owned  homes  and 
apartments.  Short/long  term,  monthly 
stays.  www.silkwoodproperties.com; 
info@silkwoodproperties.com.  Photos 
available.  Property  owners:  list  with  us! 
416-410-7561. 

Visiting  Toronto?  Beautifully  furnished 
condominium,  long/short  term.  5-minute 
walk  to  the  university.  One/two  bedrooms, 
Jacuzzi,  ensuite  laundry,  dishwasher, 
linens,  dishes,  cable  television.  Private 
building,  24-hour  concierge,  parking,  exer- 
cise room,  saunas,  whirlpool,  meeting 
rooms.  416-960-6249;  info@toronto 
furnishedsuites.com  or  www.toronto 
furnishedsuites.com 

Visiting  Scholars  to  U of  T with  chil- 
dren, pets  may  be  interested  to  rent  a 
detached  bungalow.  Walking  distance  to 
subway,  20  minutes  ride  to  St.  George 
campus  and  teaching  hospitals.  Call  416- 
239-0115,  ext.  3. 

Home  is  more  than  where  you  hang 
your  hat.  Unique  furnished  rentals  in 
Toronto's  most  vibrant  neighbourhoods. 
Marco  Enterprises,  416-410-4123. 
www.marcotoronto.com 

Avenue  Road  and  Dupont.  Bachelor  & 
1 -bedroom  renovated  apartments.  Clean 
building  with  laundry  facilities.  Steps  to 
university,  bus  and  shopping.  Apartments 
from  $750  per  month.  Please  call  416-924- 
3020. 

Furnished  condos  for  rent.  Luxury 
one-bedroom  units  located  at  Village  by 
the  Grange  (University  and  Dundas).  Fully 
equipped  with  executive-class  furnishings. 
Two  minutes  from  subway.  Parking  and 
housekeeping  available.  Restaurants, 
health  club,  laundry  and  dry  cleaning  on 
premises.  Short  or  long  term.  From 
$1, 695/month  includes  utilities,  mainte- 
nance and  cable.  Call  905-669-2271. 

Downtown.  Fully  furnished  bachelor, 
one-  and  two-bedroom  condos,  close  to 


hospitals  and  U of  T.  Most  have  ensuite 
laundry,  balcony,  gym,  24-hour  security. 
Clean,  bright,  tastefully  furnished.  Personal 
attention  to  your  needs.  416-920-1473. 
www.viewit.ca/b28 

Bathurst/Harbord.  5-minute  walk  to 
Robarts  Library.  Fully  furnished  four-bed- 
room Victorian  home  with  master  ensuite, 
two  decks  with  panoramic  views,  bright 
office,  fireplace  and  laundry.  Flexible  dates, 
all  inclusive.  $3,600.  416-588-0560. 

Short-term  condo  rental.  January 
2006  to  April  2006  (flexible). 
Carlton/Jarvis.  Luxury  2-bedroom,  2 baths, 
fully  furnished  & equipped.  Indoor  parking. 
24-hour  concierge.  Near  subway,  universi- 
ties and  hospitals.  416-597-2750, 

Spadina/Harbord.  2-level  upper  blends 
Victorian  charm  -i-  chic  reno  by  architect 
owner.  2 bathrooms,  deck,  ensuite  laundry, 
sunny,  spacious.  Walk  to  College,  Bloor, 
U of  T campus,  cafes,  subway.  Flexible 
dates.  $1,975  utilities.  416-964-7112. 
mknelman@thestar.ca 

Going  on  a Sabbatical?  Why  leave  your 
home  empty?  www.SabbaticalFlomes.com 
provides  an  online  directory  of  sabbatical 
home  listings  to  academics  in  Toronto 
and  worldwide.  Find  or  post  your 
home-exchanges,  rentals,  home-wanted, 
house-sitting  listings  at  www.Sabbatical 
Flomes.com 

Queen  & Jones.  Close  to  downtown. 
Attractive  1 -bedroom  for  rent.  $850 
includes  utilities.  Contact  Jeff  at  647-866- 
9110  for  viewing. 

Leaside.  For  lease  January  to  December 
2006,  excellent  furnished  1 -bedroom 
condo.  Bus,  subway  access.  15  minutes  to 
U of  T campus.  Go  to  www.viewit.ca/ 
19957;  call  Sara,  416-402-9699. 

Private  guest  room  with  washroom 

in  luxurious  uptown  Toronto  condo.  Share 
the  unit's  living,  dining,  kitchen,  laundry 
and  balcony  with  one  professional.  Close 
walking  distance  to  subway.  See  at 
http://torontocondo.webhop.net;  e-mail: 
condo@casdev.com;  tel:  416-483-2609, 
ext.  24, 

Bloor  West  Village.  Beautiful  3 -i- 1 bed- 
rooms, 2-storey  renovated  house.  Steps  to 


subway,  shops  and  school.  15-minute  ride 
to  U of  T.  Gas  fireplace,  CAC,  Jacuzzi, 
sauna,  5 appliances,  loft,  finished  base- 
ment, garage,  private  garden.  $2,480  -r- 
utilities.  Can  be  furnished.  416-224-8828. 

Madison  Ave.  2-bedroom  apartment  on 
third  floor  of  house.  Separate  entrance, 
minutes  to  campus  & amenities.  Spacious 
living  area.  Laundry.  Non-smoker.  $1,850 
per  month.  Phone  416-921-7225. 

Newly  renovated,  2-bedroom  apart- 
ment on  the  entire  3rd  floor  overlooking 
Cabbagetown  on  Carlton  Street.  Full  eat-in 
kitchen,  3-piece  bathroom,  intercom,  park- 
ing, 2 new  air  conditioners!  $1,300  includ- 
ing all  utilitiesi  Call  416-423-0523. 

High  Park  Boulevard  @ Roncesvalles 
Avenue.  Large  (16'  x 18'),  sunny,  modern 
bachelor  on  2nd  floor,  facing  south,  high 
ceilings.  Carpeted,  huge  window  facing 
south.  No  smokers/pets.  $700  all  inclusive. 
416-533-7724. 

Bathurst/St.  Clair.  Bright,  beautifully 
renovated  one-bedroom  basement,  high 
ceilings,  private  entrance,  private  laundry, 
air-conditioned,  close  to  TTC,  must  see, 
available  immediately.  $750.  416-658- 
4632,  smith107@sympatico.ca 

Central  Toronto.  Furnished  house 
(Bloor/Ossington),  steps  to  subway,  shop- 
ping. Two  bedrooms,  study,  deck,  garden. 
$1,500  including  utilities.  January  through 
April  2006.  416-537-0137  evenings;  e-mail 
himanib@yorku.ca 

College  & Spadina.  Large  furnished  2- 
bedroom  from  $1,350  including  utilities, 
cable  TV  & telephone.  Furnished  rooms 
with  shared  facilities  from  $370  including 
utilities.  Call  Cristina  at  416-925-8570  & 
visit  http://www.cez.com/toronto.html 

Furnished  new  townhouse,  Jarvis- 
Wellesley  near  subway,  U of  T,  Ryerson. 
Underground  parking,  2 bedrooms  -f  den, 
Vk  baths,  hardwood,  all  stainless  steel 
appliances  and  barbecue.  A/C,  rooftop  ter- 
race, state-of-the-art  electronics.  $1 ,900  all 
inclusive.  January  to  June  2006.  905-822- 
1972;  zellis@yorku.ca 

Academic  visitor?  Furnished  home,  Mt. 
Pleasant/Lawrence  area.  Living  room, 
dining  room,  kitchen,  three  bedrooms. 


sunroom,  deck.  Quiet,  beautiful  residential 
neighbourhood  close  to  shopping,  schools, 
Glendon  College,  Toronto  French  School. 
Available  Dec.  1,  2005  until  June  30,  2006 
(dates  negotiable).  $1,600  per  month,  plus 
utilities.  Contact  905-528-2910. 

Yonge  & College.  2-bedroom  apartment 
in  a house,  2 bathrooms,  high  ceilings, 
garden,  laundry,  hardwood  floors,  fur- 
nished or  unfurnished  for  January,  pictures 
online  at  www.lorusso.ca  or  call  416-806- 
3423. 

Annex  1912  building.  Renovated  2-bed- 
room, private  terrace,  steps  to  park, 
Spadina  subway.  Parking,  laundry,  original 
wood  floors,  built-in  shelves,  window 
coverings,  furnished/unfurnished.  Utilities 
included.  $1, 625/month  or  less,  depending 
on  furnishings.  Dec.  6 or  Jan.  1,  short  or 
long  term;  jallen@yorku.ca,  41 6-925-0021 . 

Annex  detached  1865  cottage. 

Hidden  gem,  3-bedroom,  charming,  deck, 
historic  features,  laundry,  original  wood 
floors,  steps  to  subway/shops.  Dec.  15  or 
Jan.  1,  short  or  long  term,  $1,975. 
Furnished  possible,  416-925-0021, 
jallen@yorku.ca 

Annex.  2-floor  apartment,  1,400-sq.-ft. 
Victorian  home.  Bedroom  with  loft,  laun- 
dry, den,  deck,  high  ceilings,  A/C,  private 
entrance,  4-minute  walk  to  University  and 
Spadina  subway.  Non-smoking  couple. 
Available  Dec.  1.  $1,475  utilities.  Phone 
416-961-3777. 

High  Park/Bloor.  Short  term.  Charming 
two-storey  furnished  apartment.  Kitchen 
equipped  with  dishwasher,  washer,  dryer. 
Full  bathroom  -h  an  additional  2-piece 
washroom  on  2nd  floor.  One  double  bed- 
room and  a single  bedroom,  5 minutes 
from  subway.  $1, 200/month  all  inclusive, 
416-763-3899. 

Dupont-Christie  area.  Modern,  well- 
maintained  3-bedroom-i-  townhouse.  Four 
floors  of  living  space,  5 appliances,  laundry, 
/VC,  eat-in  kitchen,  parking,  garden  in 
front  and  deck  in  back.  Close  to  all  ameni- 
ties. $1,600  4-  utilities.  Available  from  Jan. 
1,  2006.  For  appointment  call  416-535- 
7816. 

Bloor/Spadina.  Luxury  2-  or  3-bedroom, 
main  floor  of  a home.  Walk  2 minutes  to 


U of  X subway.  Ensuite  laundry,  dishwash- 
er, A/C,  central  vac,  large  yard,  deck,  2-car 
parking.  $1,680  -r-  utilities.  Dec,  1,  416- 
924-4460. 

Furnished  2-bedroom  apartment  to 

sublet  in  Dufferin  & St,  Clair  area. 
Shopping  & TTC  near  by,  coin  laundry 
onsite,  utilities  & Internet  included.  Pets 
and  smoking  are  not  allowed.  Contact 
Ann-Marie:  ammc3105@yahoo,ca 

Perfect  little  Victorian  house.  College 
and  Spadina,  2 minutes  to  campus.  3-bed- 
room; garage,  bay  windows,  high  ceilings, 
walkout  patio;  great  kitchen;  fireplace; 
good  light.  Unfurnished  $2,200  semi- 
furnished  negotiable.  Available  Jan.  1 . 41 6- 
923-8723. 

Walking  distance  to  U of  T.  Beautifully 
furnished  one  bedroom  apartment  in  pri- 
vate home  with  separate  entrance.  Ideal 
for  faculty  member  — short  or  longer  term 
rental.  $1, 200/month  or  $450/weekly  all 
inclusive.  For  further  info  contact 
sdeauer@rogers.com 

Bloor  West  Village.  Highly  desirable 
area,  walk  to  Runnymede  station,  close  to 
restaurants,  shops,  parks,  bike  trails.  Bright 
three-bedroom  -i-  sunroom,  finished  base- 
ment, large  backyard.  Fully  furnished.  No 
pets/smokers.  $2,000  +.  Dec.  23.  Maria, 
416-767-0315. 

Cozy,  beautifully  kept  two-bedroom 
bungalow  in  the  Beaches.  Hardwood 
floors,  sauna,  two  bathrooms,  parking, 
storage.  Terraced,  low-maintenance  back- 
yard oasis  with  sitting  area  and  BBQ. 
Available  May  1,  2006  to  Aug.  1,  2006. 
$2, 500/month  utilities  included,  phone 
extra.  E-mail  christine.dickie® 
sympatico.ca 

Annex  house.  Late  December  2005  to 
May  1 5 (or  Aug.  1 5),  2006.  Comfortable, 
furnished  3-bedroom  house  with  new 
kitchen,  all  appliances,  sunroom,  porch, 
garden,  living  room,  dining  room.  Walk  to 
U of  T.  Near  subway.  Note:  shared  entrance. 
$1, 900/month.  erelter@yorku.ca,  416-928- 
9406. 


Shared 


For  a female  commuter:  Yonge/ 
Bloor.  Room  in  nice  2-bedroom 


UOFT 

STAFF  & 
FACULTY 


IF  YOU  SUFFER  FROM 
FOOT,  KNEE,  HIP  OR 
BACK  PAIN  YOU  MAY 
BENEFIT  FROM 
CUSTOM  ORTHOTICS 
OR  ORTHOTICS  SHOES: 

• Custom  maiJe  orthotics  and 
orthotics  footwear  may  be 
100%  covered  under  the 
UofT  Green  Shield  health  plan. 

To  arrange  your  FREE 
consultation  and  foot  analysis, 
call  us  at  416-441-9742 


United  Foot  Clinic 

170  St.  George  St.  #630 
(Medical  Arts  Building) 

1500  Don  Mills  Rd.  #705 
(Don  Mills/York  Mills) 

Tel  416-441-9742 


Programs  & Services  for  Alumni,  Staff,  Faculty  and  Students 
that  support  YOUR  University  of  Toronto 
www.affinity.utoronto.ca  I -866-399-2548 
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apartment.  Very  convenient  location, 
$460/month.  Available  Jan  1 . Perfect  for 
someone  working/studying  in  Toronto  dur- 
ing the  week  and  commuting  home  on 
weekends  or  looking  to  stay  in  Toronto  on 
a part-time  basis  during  the  week.  416- 
413-4978. 

Shared  accommodation  for  U of  T 

Mississauga  campus.  Professional  female 
would  like  to  share  new  townhouse  with 
same.  Clean  bright  room.  Private  bath- 
room. Extra  space  in  basement.  Parking. 
Utilities  included.  Internet  & cable  set  up. 
Please  call  416-823-4902. 


Guesthouse 


$23/$32/$42  per  night  single/ 
double/apartment,  Annex,  600  metres 
to  Robarts,  14-night  minimum,  free  private 
phone  line,  voice  mail,  VCR.  No  breakfast 
but  share  new  kitchen,  free  laundry,  free 
cable  Internet.  Sorry,  no  smoking  or  pets. 
Quiet  and  civilized,  run  by  academic 
couple.  http://www.BAndNoB.com  or 
73231, 16@compuserve.com 

Guesthouse.  5-minute  walk  to  Robarts 
Library.  Furnished  house  to  share. 
Kitchen/dishwasher,  laundry,  deck.  Air-con- 
ditioned, cable  TV,  coffee,  tea.  Singles  from 
$55/day,  $250/week,  $800/month.  Private 
bath  from  $85/day,  $300/week, 

$1, 000/month.  Three-night  minimum  stay. 
Extra  person  $15.  Tel:  416-588-0560.  E- 
mail  annexguesthouse@canada.com;  web 
annexguesthouse.com 


Va  cation/Leisure 


Beautiful  large,  3-bedroom 
Muskoka  Cottage  for  rent  near 
Gravenhurst.  1%  hours  from  Toronto  on 
picturesgue  lake.  Fully  winterized,  great 
views.  Ideal  for  Christmas,  New  Year's  & 
holidays.  Excellent  road  access  yet  won- 
derfully private.  416-782-4530. 

Haliburton  Highlands.  Visit  Pine  Hill,  a new 
all-season  cedar  home  in  forested  3 acres 
overlooking  bay.  Near  downhill  and  cross- 
country skiing.  Ideal  for  holidays. 
Reasonable  weekly/monthly  rates.  For 
viewing,  check  www.haliburtoncottages 
.com.  Contact  lmacdowe@interhop.net. 


Overseas 


Languedoc/Aude.  Charming,  fully 
equipped  village  house,  sleeps  4+.  25  km 
to  Carcassone,  30  km  to  Narbonne  Plage. 
Rate  dependant  upon  length  of  stay. 
2-week  minimum.  donald.curries@ 
wanadoo.fr  or  website  currieswine.com 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


REGISTERED  MASSAGE  THERAPY. 

For  relief  of  muscle  tension,  chronic  pains 
and  stress.  Treatments  are  part  of  your 
extended  health  care  plan.  170  St.  George 
Street  (at  Bloor).  For  appointment  call 
Mindy  Hsu,  B.A.,  R.M.T.  416-944-1312. 

PERSONAL  COUNSELLING  in  a caring, 
confidential  environment.  U of  T extended 
health  benefits  provide  excellent  coverage. 
Dr.  Ellen  Greenberg,  Registered 
Psychologist,  Medical  Arts  Building,  1 70  St. 
George  Street.  416-944-3799. 

Dr.  Gina  Fisher,  Registered  psycholo- 
gist. Individual,  couple,  marital  therapy. 
Depression,  anxiety,  loss,  stress,  work,  fam- 
ily, relationship,  self-esteem  problems;  sex- 
ual orientation  and  women's  issues.  U of  T 
health  benefits  apply.  180  Bloor  St.  West. 
Ste  806.  416-961-8962. 

PSYCHOANALYTIC  PSYCHOTHERAPY 

with  a registered  psychologist.  Dr.  June 
Higgins,  131  Bloor  St.  W.  (Bloor  and 
Avenue  Rd.).  416-928-3460. 

Psychologist  providing  individual 

and  couple  therapy.  Work  stress,  anxiety, 
depression,  personal  and  relationship  con- 
cerns. U of  T health  plan  covers  cost.  Dr. 
Sarah  Maddocks,  Registered  Psychologist, 
114  Maitland  Street  Wellesley  & Jarvis). 
416-972-1935,  ext.  3321. 

Dr.  Neil  Pilkington  (Psychologist). 

Assessment  and  individual,  couples  and 
group  cognitive-behaviour  therapy  for: 
anxiety/phobias,  depression/low  self- 
esteem, stress  and  anger  management, 
couples  issues  and  sexual  identity/orien- 
tation concerns.  Staff/faculty  healthcare 
benefits  provide  full  coverage.  Morning, 
afternoon  and  evening  appointments. 
Downtown/TTC.  416-977-5666.  E-mail 
Dr.Neil.Pilkington@primus.ca 


Psychotherapy  for  personal  and 
relationship  issues.  Individual,  group 
and  couple  therapy.  U of  T extended  health 
plan  provides  coverage.  For  a consultation 
call  Dr.  Heather  A.  White,  Psychologist, 
416-535-9432,  140  Albany  Avenue 

(Bathurst/Bloor). 

Evelyn  Sommers,  Ph.D.,  Psychologist, 
provides  psychotherapy  and  counselling 
for  individuals  and  couples  from  age  17, 
Covered  under  U of  T benefits.  Yonge  and 
Bloor.  41 6-41 3-1 098  or  e-mail  for  informa- 
tion package,  eks@passport.ca 

Individual  psychotherapy  for  adults. 

Evening  hours  available.  Extended  benefits 
coverage  for  U of  T staff.  Dr.  Paula  Gardner, 
Registered  Psychologist,  114  Maitland 
Street  (Wellesley  and  Jarvis).  416-469- 
6317. 

Dr.  Cindy  Wahler,  Registered 
Psychologist.  Yonge/St,  Clair  area. 
Individual  and  couple  psychotherapy. 
Depression,  relationship  difficulties, 
women's  issues,  health  issues,  self-esteem. 
U of  T extended  healthcare  plan  covers 
psychological  services.  416-961-0899. 
cwahler@sympatico.ca 

Dr.  Carol  Musselman,  Registered 
Psychologist.  Psychotherapy  for  depres- 
sion, anxiety,  trauma  and  other  mental 
health  needs,  relationship  problems,  issues 
related  to  gender,  sexual  orientation,  dis- 
ability. Covered  by  extended  health  plans. 
455  Spadina  (at  College)  # 211, 416-568- 
1100  or  cmusselman@oise,utoronto.ca; 
www.carolmusselman.com 

Swedish  massage,  acupuncture,  natur- 
opathy, other  alternative  medicine  servic- 
es. Direct  insurance  biiiing  available  for 
U of  T staff.  80  Bloor  St.  W.,  suite  1100. 
416-929-6958.  www.PacificWellness.ca 

Psychoanalysis  & psychoanalytic 
psychotherapy  for  adolescents,  adults, 
couples.  U of  T extended  health  benefits 
provide  coverage.  Dr.  Klaus  Wiedermann, 
Registered  Psychologist,  1033  Bay  St.  Ste. 
204,  Tel:  41 6-962-6671. 

Rosemary  Hazelton  Ph.D.,  Dipl., 
TCPP.  Psychotherapy  for  adults,  couples, 
children  and  adolescents.  Relationship  and 
self-esteem  difficulties;  symptoms  of 
anxiety  and  depression;  effects  of  abuse, 
trauma,  separation  and  loss.  Telephone 


416-486-5528  (Yonge  & Summerhill), 
rhhazelton@rogers.com 

Dr.  Valerie  Stavro.  Family  and  aes- 
thetic dentistry.  94  Cumberland  St., 
suite  901 . 41 6-923-8668.  We  would  like  to 
invite  you  and  your  family  to  our  practice. 
We  are  committed  to  providing  personal- 
ized dentistry  in  a caring  environment.  You 
deserve  a healthy  smile,  www.drvalerie 
stavro.com 

Hypnosis  & psychotherapy  for 
adults.  Trauma,  depression,  anxiety, 
panic,  phobia,  stress,  chronic  illness,  rela- 
tionship, self-esteem,  habit  control,  U of  T 
health  plan  coverage.  Dr.  Kathleen  Lung, 
Registered  Psychologist.  Finch  subway. 
416-754-6688.  E-mail  Kathleen. lung® 
rogers.com 

Brief  & long-term  psychotherapy. 

Consultations,  counselling.  Lifestyle  coach- 
ing for  your  life  concerns,  perhaps  regard- 
ing relationships,  family,  careers,  health, 
loss.  Contact  Linda  Attoe,  MA,  OACCPP, 
Certified.  Telephone  647-388-9479. 
Locations:  Central  Toronto  & Niagara-on- 
the-Lake, 

Electrolysis  & blend,  50%  off  1st 
treatment.  The  only  proven  permanent 
hair  removal  method.  Facials,  micro  der- 
mabrasion, treatments  of  acne,  brown 
spots,  massage,  shiatsu,  reflexology. 
Bay/Bloor.  Open  7 days  a week.  17  years' 
experience,  serving  ail  communities. 
www.advancedinstitute.ca  416-979-8081 . 


MISCELLANY 


Teach  English  worldwide!  TESOL  certi- 
fied in  5 days  in-class,  online  or  by  corre- 
spondence. FREE  information  seminar: 
Monday  & Tuesday  @ 7 p.m.  101  Spadina 
Ave.  @ Adelaide.  FREE  Info  Pack:  1-888- 
270-2941;  globaltesol.com 

Dicta  transcription.  Digital,  CD  and  cas- 
sette equipment  available  for  focus 
groups,  qualitative  reports,  one-on-one 
interviews,  etc.  Reliable  and  professional 
services,  in  business  since  1983,  RCMP 
security  clearance.  Call  Kathy,  416-431- 
7999  or  e-mail  kkimmerly@rogers.com 

Professional  transcribing  service 
available  for  one-on-one  or  multi-person 
interviews,  focus  groups,  etc.  20-i-  years  of 
experience  at  U of  T.  References  available. 
Call  Diane  at  416-261-1543  or  e-mail 
dygranato@hotmail.com 

10-10-940  discount  long  distance 
service.  Just  dial  10-10-940  before  your 
long  distance  call.  No  contracts  or  signup. 
Calls  appear  on  your  local  Bell  bill. 
3.9i//minute  Canada,  4.9(J/minute  USA. 
Visit  www.1010940.com  for  international 
rates  and  details. 

Transcribing  service  available  for 

interviews,  focus  groups,  psychological  or 
any  scientific  or  technical  reports.  Quick 
turnaround  time,  special  rates  for  U of  T. 
Call  Mazhar,  416-553-3444  or  e-mail 
service@digitscribe.ca 


A classified  ad  costs  $20  for  up  to  35  words  and  $.50  for  each 
additional  word  (maximum  70).  Your  phone  number/e -mail  address 
counts  as  two  words. 

A cheque  or  money  order  payable  to  University  of  Toronto  must 
accompany  your  ad.  Visa  or  Mastercard  is  acceptable.  Ads  must  be 
submitted  in  writing,  10  days  before  The  Bulletin  publication  date,  to 

Mavic  Ignacio-Palanca,  Department  of  Public  Affairs,  21  King’s 
College  Circle,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  3J3. 

Ads  will  not  be  accepted  over  the  phone.  To  receive  a tearsheet 
and/or  receipt  please  include  a stamped  self-addressed  envelope. 
For  more  information  please  call  (416)  978-2106  or  e-mail 
mavic , palanca@u  toronto.  ca . 


Sunnybrook  & Women ’s  Speaker  Series 
Infection  Prevention  and  Control 

Nothing  to  Sneeze  At: 

The  Flu  - From  Prevention  to  Pandemic 

Join  us  for  an  evening  presentation  on  The  Flu 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  6, 6:30  - 8:30  P.M. 

Our  experts  will  discuss: 

• Influenza:  From  Seasonal  Scourge  to  Pandemic  - Dr.  Mary  Veamcombe, 
Medical  Director,  Infection  Prevention  and  Control,  S&W 

• An  Economist’s  View  of  Pandemic  Flu  - Dr.  Sherry  Cooper,  Executive  Vice 
President,  BMO  Financial  Group 


Please  RSVP  your  attendance  by  December  5,  2005 
Phone:  416.480.4117  e-maii;  speaker.series@sw.ca 

Free  Admission  Free  Parking 


Tuesday,  December  6,  2005  6:30  - 8:30  p.m. 
McLaughlin  Auditorium,  Sunnybrook  Campus 
E Wing  Ground  Floor,  2075  Bay  view  Avenue 


Sunnybrook  JL 

&W0MEN’SJ^ 

and  Wonwft's  Coliege  Health  Centre  mtmmmmmm 


Apartments 
for  Rent! 

Students  Welcome 

• 2 minute  walk  to  University 

• Underground  pass  to  hospitals 

• Affordable  close  to  campus  rents 
• Private  roommate  suites 

• Clean  well-maintained  building 

Rent  for  December/January 

Call  us  about  our  special  incentives 

200  ELM  STREET 

Between  College  and  Dundas  west 
off  University 

Come  visit  our  office  anytime  between 
8:00  am  to  5:00  pm 
after  hours  up  to  8:00  pm 
for  viewing  of  our  suites. 

Call  4 1 6-979-3232 
e-mail 

diannar@mcarthurproperties.com 

www.rentoronto.com 
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Why  Is  There  a Vodka  Named 
After  Vincent  van  Gogh? 

Wednesday,  November  30 

Prof.  Modris  Ekstems,  history;  faculty 
lecture  series.  112  Arts  and 
Administration  Building,  U of  T at 
Scarborough.  5 p.m.  UTSC 


Memoirs  of  a Geisha. 

Wednesday,  November  30 
Prof.  Ted  Goossen,  York  University; 
lecture  and  pre-screening.  Innis 
College  Town  Hall.  6 to 
9:45  p.m.  Ticket  information: 
http://webapp.mcis.utoronto.ca.  East 
Asian  Studies  and  Columbia  Pictures 

West  Papua:  Putting  an  End 
to  40  Years  of 
Human  Rights  Abuse. 

Thursday,  December  1 

Yan  Christian  Wannussy,  Institute 
for  Research,  Analysing  and 
Development  of  Legal  Aid.  Vivian  & 
David  Campbell  Conference  Facility 

7 to  8:30  p.m.  Registration: 
http://webapp.mcis.utoronto.ca.  Rights 
and  Democracy 

The  Gift  Paradigm: 

A Challenge  and  Alternative 
to  Globalization  From 
the  Perspective  of 
Indigenous  Women. 
Monday,  December  5 
Rauna  Kuokkanen,  McMaster 
University;  Popular  Feminism  series. 
12-199  OISE/UT,  252  Bloor  St.  W. 

8 p.m.  Womens  Studies  in  Education, 
OISE/UT 

The  Dawn  of  Discreteness 
in  Optics. 

Wednesday,  December  7 

Prof.  George  Stegeman,  University  of 
Central  Elorida;  2005  B.P.  Stoicheff  lec- 
ture. 108  Koffler  Institute  for  Pharmacy 
Management  4 p.m.  Optical  Sciences 

Healthcare  Priority  Setting: 
Closing  the  Gap  Between 
Theory  and  Practice. 

Wednesday,  December  1 
Prof.  Douglas  Martin,  Joint  Centre  for 


Bioethics.  Great  Hall,  88  College  St.  4 to 
6 p.m.  Ethics 


COLLOQUIA 

Rediscovering  Pedagogy. 

Wednesday,  November  30 

Prof.  Em.  David  Olson,  human  develop- 
ment and  applied  psychology.  9-105 
OISE/UT,  252  Bloor  St.  W 12:30  to 
2 p.m.  Human  Development  &•  Applied 
Psychology,  OISE/UT 

Mechanistic  and  Functional 
Analysis  of  Protein 
Prenylation. 

Friday,  December  2 
Prof.  Mark  Distefano,  University  of 
Minnesota.  Davenport  Seminar  Rooms, 
Lash  Miller  Chemical  Laboratories. 
10  a.m.  Chemistry 

F2  Development  as  the  Crime 
Was  Never  Witnessed: 
Concepts  as  the  Interface 
Between  Research  and 
Teaching. 

Friday,  December  2 
Prof.  Eduardo  Negueruela,  University  of 
Massachusetts.  4-414  OISE/UT,  252 
Bloor  St.  W.  1:30  to  3 p.m.  Modern 
Language  Centre 

The  State,  the  Serum  Institute 
and  the  Teague  of  Nations. 

Wednesday,  December  1 

Prof.  Em.  Pauline  Mazumdar,  Institute 
for  the  History  & Philosophy  of  Science 
& Technology.  323  Old  Victoria  College. 
4 p.m.  History  & Philosophy  of  Science  & 
Technology 

Homo  Economicus: 
Fiving  With  Violence, 
Fonging  for  Peace. 

Thursday,  December  8 
Prof.  Vem  Neufeld  Redekop,  St.  Paul 
University,  Ottawa;  Religion, 
International  Diplomacy  & Economics 
series.  Noon  to  1:30  p.m.  Trinity  College, 
International  Studies  and  Study  of  Religion 


SEMINARS 


Contingent  Commodities: 
Producing  Forest  Fabour  in 
Kalimantan  and  Oregon. 

Friday,  December  2 
Prof.  Anna  Tsing,  University  of 
California  at  Santa  Cruz.  208N  Munk 
Centre  for  International  Studies. 
Noon  to  2 p.m.  Registration: 
http://webapp.mcis.utoronto.ca. 
International  Studies  and  Anthropology 

The  Evolution  of  Virulence 
and  Host  Specificity  in  the 
Phytopathogen  Pseudomonas 


Syringae. 

Friday,  December  2 

Sara  Sarkar,  PhD  thesis  evaluation.  B142 
Earth  Sciences  Centre.  1 p.m.  Botany 

Humanitarianism 

Transformed. 

Friday,  December  2 

Prof.  Michael  Barnett,  University  of 
Minnesota.  3130  Sidney  Smith  Hall. 

2 to  4 p.m.  Political  Science  and 
International  Studies 

Ubiquitin-Type  Polypeptide 
Tags,  the  800-Pound  Gorillas 
in  Post-Transcriptional 
Regulation. 

Friday,  December  2 
Prof.  Richard  Vierstra,  University  of 
Wisconsin.  B142  Earth  Sciences  Centre. 

3 p.m.  Botany 

The  French  Tradition  and  the 
Fiterature  of  Medieval  and 
Renaissance  Scotland. 

Friday,  December  2 

William  Calm,  Centre  for  Reformation 
& Renaissance  Studies.  205  Northrop 
Frye  Hall,  Victoria  University.  3:30  p.m. 
Reformation  & Renaissance  Studies 

Hormonal  Control  of 
Plant  Patterning. 

Wednesday,  December  7 

Danielle  Marcos,  PhD  proposal/transfer 
exam.  3087  Earth  Sciences  Centre. 
3 p.m.  Botany 

Nuclear  Waste  and  Canada’s 
Energy  Policy:  Making  the 
Connection. 

Wednesday,  December  1 
Eva  Ligeti,  Clean  Air  Partnership.  1210 
Bahen  Centre  for  Information 
Technology.  4 p m.  Environment 

Comic  in  Kafka. 

Thursday,  December  8 
Prof.  Joseph  Vogl,  Princeton  University. 
208N  Munk  Centre  for  International 
Studies.  4 to  6 p.m.  Germanic  Languages 
& Literatures  and  Joint  Initiative  in 
German  and  European  Studies 

Different  Arguments  for 
Different  Audiences: 
Cajetan  on  the  Papacy. 

Friday,  December  9 
Michael  O’Connor,  Centre  for 
Reformation  & Renaissance  Studies.  205 
Northrop  Frye  Hall,  Victoria  University. 
3:30  p.m.  Reformation  & Renaissance 
Studies 


MEETINGS  & 
CONEERENCES 


The  Americanization  of 
Postwar  Architecture. 


Thursday,  December  1 to 
Saturday,  December  3 

Conference  intends  to  examine  the 
architectural  exchanges  between  the 
United  States  and  the  rest  of  the  world 
after  the  end  of  the  Second  World  War. 
It  will  consider  various  methods  of 
transmission  for  new  formal  models  and 
professional  practices  as  well  as  their 
many  possible  modes  of  adoption. 
Faculty  of  Architecture,  Landscape  6r 
Design,  230  College  St.  and  Munk 
Centre  for  International  Studies.  Full  pro- 
gram and  other  details:  www.utoronto.ca/ 
csus/arch/.  Study  of  the  United  States,  Fine 
Art,  Architecture,  Landscape  & Design  and 
Arts  & Science 

Planning  & Budget 
Committee. 

Tuesday,  December  6 
Council  Chamber,  Simcoe  Hall.  4:10  p.m. 

Committee  on  Academic 

Policy  & Programs. 

Wednesday,  December  1 
Council  Chamber,  Simcoe  Hall.  4:10  p.m. 

Governing  Council. 

Monday,  December  12 
Council  Chamber,  Simcoe  Hall.  4:30  p.m. 


MUSIC 


FACUFTY  OF  MUSIC 
EDWARD  JOHNSON 
BUIFDING 
Wind  Ensemble. 

Wednesday,  November  30 

Raffi  Armenian,  conductor.  MacMillan 
Theatre.  7:30  p.m.  Tickets  $13,  students 
and  seniors  $7. 

Thursdays  at  Noon. 

Thursday,  December  1 
Hindustani  music  presentation.  Walter 
Hall.  12:10  p.m, 

Thursday,  December  8 

James  Parker,  piano;  Cynthia  Steljes, 
oboe;  Michael  Sweeney,  bassoon.  Walter 
Hall.  12:10  p.m. 

Jazz  Series. 

Thursday,  December  1 
10  O’clock  Jazz  Orchestra;  Paul  Read, 
director.  Walter  Hall.  7:30  p.m.  Tickets 
$13,  students  and  seniors  $7. 

Symphonic  Band. 

Saturday,  December  3 

Gillian  MacKay,  conductor.  MacMillan 
Theatre.  7:30  p.m.  Tickets  $13,  students 
and  seniors  $7. 

World  of  Music. 

Monday,  December  5 

Japanese  drumming,  gamelan,  tabla  and 
vocal  ensembles.  Walter  Hall.  12:10  p.m. 


Tuesday,  December  6 

Guitar  ensemble,  Jeffrey  McFadden, 
director.  Walter  Hall.  7:30  p.m. 

Sunday,  December  1 1 

Percussion  ensemble;  Robin  Engleman, 
director. 

Chamber  Music  Series. 

Monday,  December  5 
The  Gryphon  Trio.  Walter  Hall. 
7:30  p.m.  Tickets  $21,  students  and 
seniors  $11. 

Voice  Performance  Class. 

Tuesday,  December  6 

Songs  of  the  season.  Walter  Hall. 
12:10  p.m. 

Visiting  Artists. 

Wednesday,  December  7 
Russell  Braun,  John  R.  Stratton  Visiting 
Artist,  master  class  on  operatic 
repertoire.  Walter  Hall,  7:30  p.m. 

U of  T Symphony  Orchestra. 

Friday,  December  9 
Raffi  Armenian,  conductor.  MacMillan 
Theatre.  7:30  p.m.  Tickets  $17,  students 
and  seniors  $9. 

HART  HOUSE 
The  Eybler  Quartet. 

Sunday,  December  1 1 

Julia  Wedman  and  Aisslinn  Nosky,  vio- 
lin; Patrick  Jordan,  viola;  and  Margaret 
Gay,  violoncello.  Great  Hall.  3 p.m. 


PEAYS  & READINGS 

U of  T Bookstore  Series. 

Wednesday,  November  30 
Michael  Adams  brings  his  new  book 
American  Backlash:  The  Untold  Story  of 
Social  Change  in  the  United  States.  Robert 
Gill  Theatre,  Koffler  Student  Services 
Centre.  7:30  p.m. 

Thursday,  November  17, 

Thomas  King  brings  A Short  History  of 
Indians  in  Canada.  Robert  Gill  Theatre, 
Koffler  Student  Services  Centre.  7:30  p.m, 

Friday,  December  2 

Margaret  Atwood  brings  her  new  work 
of  fiction  The  Penelopiad  and  Graeme 
Gibson,  his  new  work  The  Bedside  Book 
of  Birds:  An  Avian  Miscellany.  Walter  Hall, 
Faculty  of  Music.  7:30  p.m.  Tickets 
$6.50;  available  at  the  U of  T Bookstore, 
www.uoftbookstore.com  or  416-640- 
5829/640-5836. 

Monday,  December  5 

Jeffrey  Alford  and  Naomi  Duguid  bring 
their  new  book  Mangoes  and  Curry 
Leaves:  Culinary  Travels  Across  the  Great 
Subcontinent.  Debates  Room,  Hart 
House.  7:30  p.m. 


FEMALE 

VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 

You  are  invited  to  participate 
in  a research  study  using 
light  to  assess  the  breast  at 
Mount  Sinai  Hospital  and 
University  Health  Network  if 
you  are: 

1)  Aged  18-21  years 
and  have  never 
been  pregnant. 

or 

2)  Aged  31-40  years. 

One  session  lasting  approx, 
one  hour  is  required. 

If  interested,  please  contact 
Jody  Wong  at  (416)  586-4800 
ext.  8119  for  more 
information. 


SPENCE 

GALLERY 


Hours; 

Wed  ^ Fri : .0  - 8 pm 
Sal  ' Sun ; 12  - 6 pm 

(416.)  795-2787 
592  Markham  Street,  Toronto 
WWW,  spencegai  lery.  ca 


U OF  T PARKING  SERVICES 

416-978-PARK  [7275] 

(1  Spadina  Crescent,  Room  105) 
www.parking.utoronto.ca 

Faculty  and  Staff  permit  parking 
is  available  for  all  areas  of  the 
St.  George  campus. 

Student  parking  permits  for 
various  locations  are  also  available. 


OniEod  Way 
af  Grernto*  Tor<mto 


For  winning  the 
United  Way 
Early  Pledge 
Entry  Draw 


Dr.  Barry  H.  Korzen, 
Faculty  of  Dentistry 

Assistant  Dean 
(Development  & Continuing 
Dental  Education) 


won  a pair  of  tickets  to 
the  Isabel  Bayrakdarian  concert 
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EVENTS 


A Delicate  Balance. 

Thursday  to  Sunday, 
December  1 to  December  4 
By  Edward  Albee,  directed  by  Gillian 
Levene.  Graduate  Centre  for  Study  of 
Drama  production.  Glen  Morris  Studio 
Theatre,  4 Glen  Morris  St.  Performances 
at  8 p.m.;  Sunday,  2 p.m.  Tickets  $15, 
students  and  seniors  $10.  Box  Office, 
416-978-7086. 


FILMS 

Bailey’s  Billions. 

Saturday,  December  1 0 
Kids-friendly  screening;  introduction  by 
director  David  Devine.  Isabel  Bader 
Theatre,  Victoria  University,  93  Charles 
St.  W.  Noon.  Tickets:  children  $10, 
adults  $12,  Reservations:  416-585-4500. 


EXHIBITIONS 


OISE/UT 

The  Snapshot  of  Chronicles. 

To  December  2 

Erika  DeFreitas,  art  installation.  2nd 
lloor,  main  hallway.  Hours:  Monday  to 
Friday,  8:45  a.m.  to  5 p.m. 

JUSTINA  M.  BARNICKE 
GALLERY 
HART  HOUSE 

To  December  8 

Lynn  Camphell:  Inside/Out. 

Paper  and  wire  sculptures  explore  the 


Irailties  and  strengths  of  the  human 
body.  East  Gallery. 

Chung-Im  Kim: 

The  lYAGI  Series. 

Fibre  artist  takes  an  up-front  approach 
to  exorcising  the  old  “craft”  stigma  when 
it  comes  to  needlework.  West  Gallery. 
Gallery  hours:  Monday  to  Friday, 
11  a.m.  to  7 p.m.:  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
1 to  4 p.m. 

EACULTY  OE  ARCHITEC- 
TURE, LANDSCAPE  & 
DESIGN 

Site  Specific:  Las  Vegas  05. 

To  December  16 

A film  and  photographic  project  by 
Italian  contemporary  artist  Olivo 
Barbieri.  Eric  Arthur  Gallery.  230 
College  St.  Hours:  Monday  to  Friday, 
9 a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 


BLACKWOOD  GALLERY 
U OE  T AT  MISSISSAUGA 
Database  Imaginary. 

To  December  18 

Twenty-one  art  projects  in  a broad  vari- 
ety of  old  and  mew  media  made  by  indi- 
vidual and  teams  of  artists  between 
1971  and  2004.  Gallery  hours:  Monday 
to  Friday,  11  a.m.  to  5 p.m.;  Sunday, 
1 to  5 p.m, 

U OE  T ART  CENTRE 
“Through  tangled  brush  and 
dewy  brake:”  Works  by  Group 
of  Seven  and  Their 
Contemporaries  Erom  the 
U of  T Art  Centre. 

To  December  21 

Exhibition  explores  the  groups  point  of 
view  towards  nature,  especially  as  relat- 
ed to  and  inspired  by  period  poetry. 

The  Art  of  Structural  Design: 
A Swiss  Legacy. 

To  January  21 

An  exploration  of  the  work  of  Robert 
Maillart,  Othmar  Ammann,  Heinz  Isler 
and  Christian  Menn,  four  Swiss  engi- 
neers widely  recognized  as  the  most 
influential  structural  and  innovative 
designers  of  the  20th  century;  in  part- 
nership with  civil  engineering.  Laidlaw 
Wing,  University  College.  Hours: 
Tuesday  to  Fnday,  noon  to  5 p.m.; 
Saturday,  noon  to  4 p.m. 

THOMAS  EISHER  RARE 
BOOK  LIBRARY 
Bibliophilia  scholastica  floreat: 
50  Years  of  Rare  Books  and 
Special  Collections  at  the 
University  of  Toronto. 

To  December  21 

Celebrating  the  golden  jubilee  of  the 
rare  books  and  special  collections 
department.  Hours:  Monday  to  Friday, 

9 a.m.  to  5 p.m. 


COMMITTEES 

The  Bulletin  regularly  publishes  the  terms  of  reference  and  membership  of  committees. 
The  deadline  for  submissions  is  Monday,  two  weeks  prior  to  publication. 


REVIEW 


Department  of  Chemical 
Engineering  & Applied 
Chemistry 

An  external  review  committee  has  been 
established  to  review  the  Department  of 
Chemical  Engineering  & Applied 
Chemistry  Dec.  12  and  13.  Members 
are:  Professors  Frank  Bates,  chemical 
engineering  and  materials  science. 
University  of  Minnesota;  Murray  Gray, 
chemical  engineering  and  materials  sci- 
ence, University  of  Alberta;  and  Raj 
Rajagopalan,  chemical  and  biomolecu- 
lar  engineering.  National  University  of 
Singapore. 

The  committee  would  be  pleased  to 


receive  comments  from  interested 
persons.  These  should  be  submitted  to 
Professor  Anastasios  Venetsanopoulos, 
dean.  Faculty  of  Applied  Science  & 
Engineering,  Room  1 70,  Galbraith 
Building:  dean@ecf.utoronto.ca. 


SEARCH 


Call  for  Nominations 

Provost  Vivek  Gael  has  issued  a call  for 
nominations  for  University  Professors.  The 
designation  of  University  Professor  rec- 
ognizes outstanding  scholarly  achieve- 
ment and  pre-eminence  in  a particular 
field  of  knowledge.  While  teaching  has 


always  been  a significant  part  of  the 
evaluation  process,  in  keeping  with  our 
commitment  to  enhancing  the  profile  of 
teaching  we  are  asking  for  explicit 
statements  on  nominees  contributions 
to  teaching.  The  number  of  active 
University  Professors  is  at  the  discretion 
of  the  selection  committee  but  should 
not  exceed  two  per  cent  of  the  tenured 
faculty. 

Nomination  packages  should  be  sent 
to  the  attention  of  Sheree  Drummond, 
assistant  provost.  Room  225,  Simcoe 
Hall,  no  later  than  March  1.  Selection 
procedures  and  the  nomination  pack- 
age check  list  are  available  at 
WWW.  provost , utoronto.ca/english/ 
university-professors.html. 


I HP  DL145  G2  - T AMD  Opteron  Model  252 
( IBM  xSerfes  346  - 1x3,6  GHz  Intel  Xeon 

fk’:!  t’:.  S .’A;  lx;  ■;  o-:>;  | .'.'.■•cr. 
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DORIS  McCarthy  gallery 
U OF  T AT  SCARBOROUGH 
Angela  Leach:  Shimmy. 

To  January  8 

Selections  from  the  Abstract  Repeat 
series  — large  acrylic  paintings  that 
investigate  the  optical  and  spatial  trans- 
formations of  the  picture  plane  by  using 
repetition  in  combination  with  colour 
and  line.  Gallery  hours:  Tuesday  to 
Friday,  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m.;  Sunday,  noon 
to  5 p.m. 


MISCELLANY 


National  Day  of 
Remembrance  and  Action  on 
Violence  Against  Women. 

Tuesday,  December  6 

Memorials  are  being  held  on  all  three 
campuses.  At  St.  George  campus  in  the 
Great  Hall,  Hart  House.  12:15  p.m.; 
U of  T at  Mississauga,  Presentation 
Room,  Student  Centre.  11  a.m.;  U of  T 
at  Scarborough,  Nov.  29,  Atrium,  Arts  & 
Administration  Building.  Noon. 


A U of  T Christmas  Carol. 

Wednesday,  December  7 
Reading  of  Charles  Dickens’  A Oiristmas 
Carol  featuring  former  Ontario  premier 
Bob  Rae,  entertainment  icons  Gordon 
Pinsent  and  Charmion  King  and  CBC 
Radio’s  Ke\4n  Sylvester.  Great  Hall,  Hart 
House.  7:30  p.m.  Tickets  $40,  students 
$15;  www.uofttix.ca;  426-978-8849. 
Proceeds  to  U of  T Food  & Clothing  Bank. 
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FORUM 


Three's  Company 

Another  minority  government  a reason  to  rejoice,  says  political  science  professor 


By  Peter  Russell 

A FEDERAL  ELECTION  WILL  SOON  BE  UPON  US.  1f  YOU  FOLLOW  THE  POLLSTERS  YOU  WILL 
know  that  this  election,  like  the  last  one,  is  likely  to  produce  another  minority 
government.  And  if  you  listen  to  the  media  pundits  you  may  think  that  another 
minority  government  is  to  be  feared  more  than  voting  in  the  snow.  The  Globe  and 
Mail's  Jeffrey  Simpson  has  begun  to  shiver  at  the  prospect  of  another  “feeble  minority  gov- 
ernment.” But  Canadians  should  not  be  taken  in  by  disparaging  remarks  about  minority 
government.  For  the  cause  of  parliamentary  democracy  in  Canada,  minority  government  is 
the  best  outcome  we  can  expect. 

The  mam  alternative  — indeed  the 
only  realistic  alternative  — to  a minority 
government  is  a government  that  has  a 
maiority  in  the  House  of  Commons  but  is 
supported  by  a minority  of  the  electorate. 

This  IS  what  1 call  a “false  majority  gov- 
ernment” and  we  have  had  plenty  of 
these  in  recent  years.  The  three  Chretien 
Liberal  governments  were  all  false  major- 
ity governments  that  all  too  often  acted 
as  if  they  represented  a majority  of 
Canadians.  In  fact,  though  the  Chretien 
Liberals  in  three  elections  never  got 
more  than  41  per  cent  of  the  popular 
vote,  they  enjoyed  majorities  in  the 
House  of  Commons  ranging  from  51  to 
60  per  cent. 

True  majority  governments  — govern- 
ments that  have  both  a majority  in  the 
House  and  a majority  in  the  country  — 
have  become  a rare  phenomenon  in 
Canada.  Since  the  end  of  the  First  World 
War,  elections  have  produced  only  three 
— Mackenzie  Kings  1940  wartime  gov- 
ernment, Diefenbakers  1958  landslide 
and  Mulroney’s  first  victory  in  1984.  Of 
the  other  23  federal  governments  that 
have  been  formed  over  that  period,  12 
have  been  “false  majority  governments” 
and  1 1 have  been  minority  governments. 

The  reason,  of  course,  that  political 
parties  so  rarely  win  a majority  of  the 
popular  vote  is  that  Canada  has  moved 
from  a two-party  to  a multi-party  politi- 
cal system.  From  Confederatton  until  the 
end  of  the  First  World  War,  federal  elec- 
tions were  strictly  two-party  contests. 

Canadas  first  12  governments  were  true 
majority  governments  — six  Conservative  and  six  Liberal.  The  13th,  Bordens  Unionist 
government,  was  a majority  coalition  of  Conservatives  and  the  pro-conscription  section  of 
the  Liberal  Party.  The  emergence  of  the  western-based  Progressive  Party  produced  Canadas 
first  minonty  government  m 1921.  Since  then  we  have  had  three  or  more  parties  contesting 
every  federal  election  and  with  only  rare  exceptions,  we  have  had  minority  governments  or 
what  1 call  “false  majority  governments.” 

Clearly,  it  is  our  first-past-the-post  simple  plurality  electoral  system  that  makes  it 
possible  for  a party  that  wins  considerably  less  than  half  the  popular  vote  to  have  a parlia- 
mentary majority.  All  of  Europe’s  parliamentary  democracies,  except  the  U.K.,  have  electoral 
systems  that  produce  parliaments  more  reflective  of  the  distribution  of  citizens'  preferences, 
and,  instead  of  false  majority  governments,  in  all  of  those  countries  minority  governments 
or  coalitions  are  the  norm. 

Opponents  of  proportional  representation  tend  to  make  the  tendency  of  proportional 
representation  to  virtually  guarantee  minority  (or  coalition)  government  their  trump  card  m 
arguing  for  retention  of  the  first-past-the-post  system.  Though  1 very  much  favour  some 
form  of  proportional  representation,  the  purpose  of  this  essay  is  not  to  make  the  case  for 
electoral  reform  but  to  show  why  minority  government  or  coalition  government  is  to  be 
preferred  to  the  alternative  you  are  most  likely  to  get  under  the  existing  system  — false 
majority  government. 


As  we  have  seen  with  the  Chretien,  Mulroney  and  Trudeau  governments,  strict  party  dis- 
cipline and  the  centralization  of  power  in  the  office  of  prime  minister  mean  that  when  a 
party  commands  a majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  it  can  pretty  well  dismiss  Parliament 
as  irrelevant.  Once  prime  ministers  see  that  they  can  dominate  parliament,  like  Pierre 
Trudeau,  they  dismiss  MPs  as  “nobodies.”  In  these  situations  what  we  have  is  not  parlia- 
mentary government  but  presidential  government  without  the  check  and  balance  of 
Congress,  or  to  use  Jeffrey  Simpson’s  phrase  “friendly  dictatorships”  — and  some  of  us 

are  not  sure  about  how  friendly  these 
dictatorships  have  been. 

Now  consider  how  parliamentary  gov- 
ernment operates  when  we  have  a minority 
government.  To  maintain  the  confidence 
of  the  House  of  Commons  (which  is  its 
licence  to  govern)  a minority  government 
must  reach  out  and  become  more  inclu- 
sive in  its  policy-making.  We  saw  Paul 
Martin  doing  this  last  fall  when  in  the 
debate  on  the  speech  from  the  throne  he 
made  concessions  to  both  the 
Conservatives  and  the  NDP.  Again  in  the 
spring,  to  avoid  defeat,  Martin  had  to 
incorporate  some  of  the  NDP’s  legislative 
priorities  into  his  government’s  plans. 

Media  coverage  tends  to  sneer  at  these 
developments  as  unprincipled  wheeling 
and  dealing.  But  to  accommodate  per- 
spectives that  enable  government  policy 
to  be  responsive  to  the  policy  preferences 
of  a majority  of  the  electorate  is  surely 
what  we  should  look  for  in  a vibrant  par- 
liamentary democracy.  Is  it  really  better 
for  a government  that  represents  just  over 
40  per  cent  of  the  people  to  be  able  to 
stick  firmly  — and  often  arrogantly  — to 
its  own  priorities  for  four  or  five  years? 

Critics  of  minority  government 
would  have  you  believe  that  minority 
governments  are  too  weak  and  unstable 
to  govern.  But  a look  back  at  the 
accomplishments  of  minority  govern- 
ments does  not  bear  this  out.  King 
minority  governments  brought  us  inde- 
pendence from  Britain  in  our  foreign 
policy  and  the  first  measure  of  old  age 
security.  Under  Pearson  minority  gov- 
ernments we  got  our  own  flag  and 
medicare.  Trudeau’s  one  minority  government  inaugurated  a process  of  making  mod- 
ern treaties  with  Aboriginal  Peoples.  And  lest  you  think  that  the  Liberals  and  the  left 
have  a lock  on  minority  government,  let  me  remind  you  of  the  six  years  of  minority 
government  we  enjoyed  in  Ontario  under  the  Bill  Davis  Conservatives  from  1975  to 
1981  — a period  during  which  the  government  was  able  to  act  in  a fiscally  responsible 
way  while  improving  social  programs  such  as  legal  aid  and  expanding  educational 
opportunity. 

Besides  providing  effective  government  and  more  inclusive  policies,  minority  govern- 
ments are  virtually  guaranteed  to  bring  us  more  political  excitement  and  entertainment. 
Citizens  in  democracies  should  learn  to  enjoy  the  political  theatre  that  results  when  the 
political  gladiators  we  have  elected  must  continue  their  jousting  between  elections  — as 
they  surely  must  do  in  minority  parliaments.  And,  say  what  you  will  about  the  last  year  of 
federal  politics,  surely  it  has  been  a great  show! 

So  sit  back  and  enjoy  — another  minority  government  (we  should  hope)  is  coming  to 
Ottawa. 

Peter  Russell  is  a University  Professor  Emeritus  in  political  science.  He  delivers  a free  lecture 
entitled  Minority  Governments  Are  Here  to  Stay  - And  This  Is  Good  for  Ganadian  Democracy 
Nov.  29  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place. 
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MAREK  CIEZKIEWICZ 


